THE 


NON-PROFIT  ORG. 
U.S.  POSTAGE 
PAID 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 
PERMIT  NO.  14094 


TENDERLOIN 


June, 1983 


Tl 


ES 


Volume  7,  Number  6 


A  PUBLICATION  OF  CENTRAL  CITY  HOSPITALITY  HOUSE 


Battle  Lines  Drawn  on  Union  Square  West 


by  Sara  Colm  with  Rob  Waters 

We  see  this  project  as  having  an  incredibly 
damaging  impact  on  the  future  of  this  neigh- 
borhood. We  are  absolutely  and  unequivo- 
cably  opposed  to  it.  —Brad  Paul,  director, 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 

This  isn't  the  project  that  will  doom  the 
Tenderloin.  .  .It  will  benefit  the  community. 
—  John  Burton,  former  Congressman,  pro- 
ject attorney 

Battle  lines  are  being  drawn  around  the 
controversial  highrise  project  known  as 
Union  Square  West,  a  massive  luxury 
hotel/condominium/office  development  pro- 
posed for  one  square  block  on  the  eastern 
edge  of  the  Tenderloin. 

On  one  side  are  a  slew  of  community 
organizations,  already  feeling  beseiged  by 
tourist  and  office  developments  and  anxious 
about  the  neighborhood's  ability  to  survive 
as  a  low-income  residential  area.  They 
strongly  oppose  the  project  and  are  prepared 
to  file  suit  against  it.  They  are  even  prepared, 
if  necessary,  to  place  an  initiative  on  the  ballot 
to  stop  the  project. 

On  the  other  side  is  Les  Jacob  of  Theme 
Resorts,  the  Ramada  Inn  developer  who  has 
enlisted  a  high-powered  legal  team  in  San 
Francisco  Supervisor  Carol  Ruth  Silver  and 
former  Congressman  John  Burton  to  aid  him 
in  getting  the  project  through  the  city  bureau- 
cracy. 

Jacob  proposes  to  build  a  triple  highrise— 
17.  24  and  30  story  buildings  totalling  8 
million  square  feet— on  the  block  bounded 
by  Eddy,  Ellis,  Mason  and  Taylor  Streets. 
Union  Square  West  would  contain  370 
market  rate  condominiums,  a  455-room 
luxury  hotel  and  10  floors  of  office  space. 
Jacob  is  offering  to  rehabilitate  320  units  of 
low  cost  housing— the  Empress,  Crystal  and 
Zee  hotels  and  two  apartment  buildings. 

Jacob  is  no  newcomer  to  the  Tenderloin  real 
estate  scene.  In  1980,  he  packaged  the 
Ramada  Inn  project  by  securing  options  on 
each  piece  of  property  on  the  site,  pushing  it 
through  the  city  permit  process.  Due  to 
widespread  opposition  spearheaded  by  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 
(NOMPC),  Jacob  and  the  Ramada  operators, 
along  with  two  other  luxury  hotel  devel- 
opers, were  forced  to  pledge  more  than  2 
million  dollars  over  the  next  15  years  for  low- 
co&t  housing  in  the  Tenderloin.  The  Coali- 
tion argued  and  the  City  Planning  Commis- 
sion agreed,  that  this  was  needed  to 
compensate  for  the  effect  the  Ramada  would 
have  in  pushing  up  land  values  and  rents 
and  forcing  out  low-income  tenants  and 
neighborhood-serving  businesses. 

Once  Jacob  obtained  the  permits  for  the 
Ramada  Inn,  he  sold  the  entire  package— 
land  and  permits— to  the  hotel,  making  a 
tidy  profit.  He  then  proceeded  to  secure 


Looking  north  on  Mason  with  project 

options  on  the  adjacent  block,  paving  the 
way  for  Union  Square  West. 

"That  was  our  concern  all  along,"  says  Joe 
Kaufman,  a  Taylor  Street  resident  who  was 
active  in  the  Luxury  Hotel  Task  Force,  a 
group  spawned  by  the  Coalition  to  fight 
against  the  Ramada  and  two  other  hotel 
developments.  "We  told  the  Planning  Com- 
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mission  that  if  they  approved  the  Holiday 
and  Ramada  and  Hilton  extension,  there 
would  be  further  encroachment  of  this  type 
of  commercial  and  tourist  development  into 
the  Tenderloin.  The  ink  wasn't  dry  on 
Jacob's  permits  before  he  began  to  eye  the 
next  block  westward." 

The  Coalition  pre-empted  Jacob  by  a  few 
T&dtn  continued  on  page  12 


Times  Softball  Team  on  Roll 


The  new  Tenderloin  Times  softball  team 
scored  three  wins  last  month  to  take  over  first 
place  in  its  division  in  the  San  Francisco  Media 
League.  The  victories  were  highlighted  by  a 
dramatic  six-run,  ninth-inning  rally  in  a  May 
14  game  against  City  Screen  Graphics  to  pull 
off  a  come-from  behind  17-16  win. 

The  team  is  still  suffering  from  a  nagging 
identity  crisis  however;  last  month's  an- 
nouncement of  a  contest  awarding  a  prize  for 
the  best  name  submitted  for  the  team  was 
buried  by  this  paper's  muddle-headed  editor 
and  resulted  in  only  one  response  from  you, 
our  loyal  readers  and  fans. 

We  are  rectifying  that  error  by  extending  the 
contest  one  month  and  printing  this  an- 
nouncement where  it  belongs— on  the  front 


page.  The  team  will  richly  reward  the 
contributor  of  the  best  name  for  the  team  by 
giving  that  lucky  person  a  $25  cash  prize,  box 
seat  season  tickets  (bring  your  own  box)  to  all 
remaining  games  this  summer,  a  lifetime 
subscription  to  the  Times  and  the  exalted  title 
of  President-for-Life  of  the  Tenderloin  Times 
Softball  Team  Fan  Club. 

Send  your  entries  to  Name  the  Team, 
Tenderloin  Times,  146  Leavenworth,  San 
Francisco,  94102. 

The  team  started  off  the  month  of  May  with  a 
disappointing  0-1  record,  having  lost  the  first 
game  and  been  rained  out  the  next  two.  They 
boosted  that  record  to  1-1  by  default  (we'll 
take  them  any  way  we  can)  when  KPIX  failed 
continued  on  page  11 
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ASK  THE  PEOPLE 

by  Robert  Volbrecht 

Union  Square  West  is  a  17,  24  and  30  story  hotel/condominium/office  project  proposed 
for  the  block  between  Taylor,  Mason,  Eddy  and  Ellis.  Do  you  think  it's  a  good  idea? 


Dave  Liebowitz 

It  s  a  good  question.  I  can  only  go  by  what 
I've  been  reading  about  it.  Normally,  I'd  say 
yes,  but  San  francisco  is  unique.  It's  unique 
because  there  are  lots  of  little  neighbor- 
hoods where  people  have  lived  for  a  long 
time.  Those  neighborhood  people  will  be 
pushed  out.  I  don't  like  the  sound  of  it.  One 
result  of  something  like  that  is  rents  go  up.  I 
don't  like  it. 


Leroy  Looper,  Reality  House  West 

I'm  one  of  the  original  signers  of  the  re-zon- 
ing that  set  up  the  80-foot  height  limits.  We 
did  the  rezoning  at  80  feet  and  we  did 
planning  for  the  Tenderloin  based  on  80 
feet.  Our  position  wasn't  32  blocks  (the 
number  of  blocks  included  in  the  City 
Planning  Department's  proposed  rezoning, 
which  excludes  from  strict  zoning  18  Tender- 
loin blocks— Ed.),  it  was  50  blocks  at  80  feet. 
We  had  a  plan  of  action  that  we  thought  was 
good  for  the  Tenderloin  and  that  was  80  feet. 
Any  project  that  does  not  fit  into  the  80  foot 
limit  is  not  part  of  the  plan  that  we 
submitted.  It  wouldn't  matter  whether  it's 
Union  Square  West  or  New  York  West  or 
Japan  West  or  Africa  West. 


Community  Rent  Hearing 

Many  Tenderloin  residents  have  come  to  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  for  help 
in  going  to  the  Rent  Board,  whether  to  stop 
rent  increases  or  to  ask  for  a  rent  decrease. 
What  those  people  have  found  is  that  the 
rent  control  law  doesn't  always  protect 
tenant's  rights  to  decent,  affordable  hous- 
ing. 

Now  the  residential  Hotel  Task  Force  is 
organizing  the  June  membership  meeting  of 
the  Coalition  as  a  rent  hearing  for  neighbor- 
hood tenants.  It  will  focus  on  rents,  evic- 
tions, building  conditions,  and  tenants' 
rights. 


Reverend  Cecil  Williams 

It's  possible  it  could  be  a  monster  or  it  could 
be  a  milestone  and  a  lot  depends  on  what 
those  of  us  who  live  and  work  in  the 
Tenderloin  do  to  not  only  give  direction  for 
innovation,  as  regards  housing,  jobs  and 
community  development  for  the  residents  of 
this  area  but  it  means  also  hopefully  setting 
a  precedent  for  what  happens  in  this  city. 
It's  already  a  monster  and  there  has  to  be  a 
lot  taken  into  consideration,  a  lot  of  changes 
for  it  to  be  a  milestone. 


Terry  Lee  Tolleson 

I  used  to  live  on  Leavenworth  and  Eddy.  I 
think  it's  cool,  man,  you  got  to  get  these 
people  off  the  streets.  There's  people  down 
here  that  need  help. 


Fred  Anderson 

I  don't  agree  with  that  myself.  I'm  with  the 
poor  people  cause  I'm  poor  people  myself.  I 
can't  afford  it.  The  poor  people  can't  afford 
housing.  Us  people  need  a  reasonable  place 
to  reside  with  our  means. 
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This  hearing  will  also  serve  as  a  mid-year 
update  of  the  First  Annual  Tenderloin 
Tenants  Convention,  held  last  December. 

Come  to  the  hearing  ans  we  will  show  the 
City  and  the  landlords  how  we  feel  a  rent 
hearing  should  be  held. 

Contact  Doug  at  474-2164,  or  at  295  Eddy 
Street,  for  further  information. 


Editor,  ^^^^    ^ 

So  a  black  man  cut  up  on  two  white  dudes  outside 
my  window  this  morning.  Police.  They  never  seem 
to  be  around  when  you  need  them.  I  look  around  at 
the  four  walls  I  call  home  and  wonder  when  the 
landlord  *  s  going  to  give  me  the  dresser  I  asked  for 
I ' m  tired  of  living  out  of  cardboard  boxes .  Five  will 
get  you  ten  it's  never.  I'm  writing  this  letter  'cause 
I  need  a  job. 

I'm  used  to  seeing  brothers  get  spaced  out  down 
here  on  the  bottom .  One  minute  they '  re  cool ,  next 
m  inute  they '  re  talking  to  theirself  or  going  through 
other  irrational  changes.  I'm  not  unfamiliar  to 
desparation.  I  can  understand.  It's  a  heavy 
life-style  in  the  ghetto.  My  younger  brother  who  I 
loved,  respected  and  admired  was  stabbed  in  the 
back  last  year.  I  wonder  if  he  calledon  God  while  he 
was  dying.  A  heavy  life-style. 

In  New  York,  brothers  be  standing  at  the 
crosslights  washing  people's  car  windows  for  tips. 
I '  ve  been  thinking  about  it .  Down  and  out  can  make 
a  man  go  through  heavy  changes.  Employ 
desparate  measures.  Reminds  me  of  something  I 
once  heard  a  friend  say  — "ain't  nothing  funny  in 
the  land  of  milk  and  honey  "  —or  to  put  it  simply  (I 
know  you  know  this)  poverty  is  not  a  joking  matter. 

Truly  yours, 

Bryan  L.  Washington,  Sr. 
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Homeless  Blast  Shelter  Program,  City  Hall  AWOL 


Barbara  Washington  addresses  hearing 
happened/ ' 

by  Paul  Boden 

"After  two  days  at  one  shelter,   I  was 
covered  with  body  lice.  " 

"I  can't  get  any  baby  food  anywhere.  What 
the  hell  are  my  kids  supposed  to  eat.  " 

"Day  by  day,  the  situation  is  getting  more 
screwed  up  and  more  dangerous. 

"The  Mayor  said  the  City  should  house  its 
citizens.  Well,  they  damn  well  better  do  it.  " 

Such  were  the  sentiments  of  some  50  angry 
and  frustrated  people  who  crowded  into  the 
Peter  and  Paul  Room  of  St.  Boniface  Church 
last  month  to  vent  their  spleens  at  a  public 
hearing  on  the  City's  new  homeless/General 
Assistance  program.  The  hearing  was  spon- 
sored by  the  Homeless  Caucus,  a  six-month 
old  organization  of  homeless  people. 

Rotea  Gilford,  Chairman  of  the  Mayor's 
Task  Force  on  the  Homeless,  had  promised 
to  attend  the  meeting  and  perhaps  address 
some  of  the  concerns  but  failed  to  show, 
provoking  anger  from  those  in  attendance. 

"Them  not  showing  up  is  the  strongest 
statement  they  could  have  made,"  said 
Garth  Ferguson,  chairman  of  the  hearing 
and  a  caucus  organizers.  "We  should  now 
go  to  the  City  because  they  wouldn't  come  to 
us. 

That,  in  fact,  is  what  the  Caucus  has  in 
mind.  On  June  8  at  noon,  they  will  sponsor  a 
demonstration  protesting  the  City's  opera- 
tion of  the  homeless  and  welfare  programs 
outside  the  offices  of  the  Department  of 
Social  Services  at  170  Otis  Street. 

Joe  Smith,  who  works  at  Hospitality  House 
and  has  been  monitoring  the  accomodations 
at  the  shelters  and  the  welfare  hotels,  told 
the  hearing  that  the  four  "back-up"  shelters 
being  funded  by  the  City  under  the  new 
program  are  greatly  overcrowded  and  turn 
people  away  on  a  nightly  basis.  Additionally, 
Smith  said,  unsanitary  conditions  in  the 
shelters  and  hotels  have  led  to  outbreaks  of 
lice  along  with  other  health  and  safety 
problems.  These  are  compounded,  he  says, 
by  the  City's  frequent  placing  of  more  than 


All  kinds  of  promises  but  nothing's 


one  person— often  strangers— into  hotel 
rooms. 

Smith  also  criticized  the  "total  lack"  of 
support  services,  such  as  counseling,  ade- 
quate mental  health  services  and  job  train- 
ing. "A  comprehensive  jobs  program  is 
needed  to  break  the  vicious  welfare  cycle 
and  release  people's  dependency  on  the 
system,"  Smith  said. 

Barbara  Washington,  a  married  mother  of 
three  children,  told  the  crowd  of  her  family's 
struggle  to  survive.  She,  her  husband  and 
children  receive  $686  a  month  in  welfare,  out 
of  which  they  have  to  pay  $487  in  rent.  This 
leaves  the  family  of  five  with  $199  for  food, 
clothing,  medicine  and  other  needs. 

"They  put  us  into  this  apartment  and  made 
us  all  kinds  of  promises,  but  nothing's 
happened,"  she  said.  "Where  can  I  go 
now?" 

John  Schwab,  a  Hospitality  House  volun- 
teer, was  screened  by  City  social  workers  at 
the  Stratford  Hotel,, which  has  been  housing 
homeless  people  through  the  City's  shelter 
program.  But  when  he  showed  up  for  his 
scheduled  appointment  at  the  Social  Service 
office,  he  was  told  that  his  paper  work  had 
been  lost.  A  new  appointment  has  been  set 
up,  for  the  day  before  his  two-week  hotel 
voucher  expires,  but  it  will  take  another  two 
weeks  after  the  appointment  for  Schwab  to 
get  a  check,  leaving  him  with  no  money  to 
pay  rent  and  no  time  left  on  his  voucher. 

"I  guess  I'll  have  to  go  back  to  the 
shelters,"  Schwab  said.  "What  else  can  I 
do?" 

One  startling  account  came  from  Daniel 
Benson,  whose  newborn  infant  is  still  being 
detained  by  the  Department  of  Social  Ser- 
vices on  the  grounds  that  Benson's  home 
environment  is  not  conducive  to  the  infant's 
well-being.  His  home  is  a  hotel  funded  by 
the  Department  of  Social  Services  itself  as 
part  of  the  City's  homeless  program. 

"After  my  wife  had  our  baby,  some  lady 
came  up  to  her  and  said  they  were  gonna  put 
our  baby  in  a  foster  home  because  the  place 
wasn't  clean  enough,"  Benson  said. 


Other  problems  that  emerged  from  an  open 
rap  session  at  the  hearing  included  lack  of 
bathing  and  toilet  facilities  and  the  large 
number  of  mentally  ill  people  who  are 
staying  in  the  overcrowded  shelters  because 
of  a  lack  of  special  programs. 

The  hearing  was  but  the  most  recent  of 
activities  sponsored  by  the  Homeless  Cau- 
cus during  its  brief  existence.  Caucus 
historian  Terry  Laine  gave  a  brief  overview 
of  the  group's  six  months  of  active  life,  a  life 
that's  included  organizing  demonstrations, 
drafting  proposals  for  shelter  and  housing 
programs  and  monitoring  the  actions  of  the 
City. 

Caucus  members  vow  to  keep  up  their  level 
of  activity  and  will  be  hitting  the  streets 
again  on  June  8  to  protest  the  policies  of  the 
Department  of  Social  Services,  policies  the 
Caucus  believes  keep  homeless  people 
homeless. 
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Future  of  South  of  Market 

Community  Groups  Force  Way  on  to  Conference 


by  Janice  Windborne  and  Sharon  Elise  Dunn 

South  of  Market  community  leaders  and 
activists  had  to  force  their  way,  under  threat 
of  a  picket  line,  on  to  the  agenda  of  a 
one-day  conference  on  the  future  of  that 
neighborhood  held  last  month.  The  confer- 
ence, sponsored  by  San  Francisco  Forward, 
an  organization  which  represents  some  of 
the  largest  business  and  labor  interests  in 
the  city,  was  attended  by  nearly  300  people, 
primarily  representing  real  estate  and  cor- 
porate interests. 


The  conference,  which  originally  featured  a 
roster  of  city  officials,  developers,  architects 
and  just  one  neighborhood  representative, 
along  with  an  admission  price  of  $125, 
opened  up  its  agenda  after  South  of  Market 
Alliance  members  threatened  a  public  boy- 
cott and  picket  line  and  invited  neighbor- 
hood speaker  John  Elberling  declined  to  par- 
ticipate. San  Francisco  Forward's  director, 
political  consultant  Judith  Brown,  bowed  to 


the  pressure  and  placed  Alliance  representa- 
tives on  three  panels  and  dropped  the  price 
tag  for  neighborhood  residents  to  $20. 

Conference  attendees  heard  developers  and 
architects  run  down  a  litany  of  projects  they 
would  like  to  build  on  South  of  Market's 
huge  expanse,  projects  ranging  from  the 
massive— like  Southern  Pacific's  Mission 
Bay—  to  the  high-tech— like  the  "Data- 
mart"  computer  center  that  would  join  the 
swelling  ranks  of  wholesale  display  markets 
in  Showplace  Square. 


No  new  details  emerged  on  Mission  Bay,  the 
transportation  and  real  estate  giant's  195- 
acre  "city-within-a-city"  which  would  in- 
clude several  million  square  feet  of  office 
space,  along  with  market  rate  housing. 
Southern  Pacific  representative  Robert 
Brewer  said  that  affordable  housing  was 
being  considered  for  the  site  but  did  not 
disclose  how  much  "affordable"  housing  or 
what  the  price  would  be. 

Dr.  Arthur  Coleman  of  the  Port  Commission 
told  the  conference  of  more  tourist-oriented 
developments  planned  for  port  property. 
These  plans  include  the  renovation  of  the 
Agriculture  building  into  a  convention  cen- 
ter, the  transformation  of  the  Ferry  Building 
into  a  mini  shopping  mall  and  the  conversion 
of  Pier  1  into  some  sort  of  "world  trade 
center." 

Neighborhood  representatives  criticized  the 
one-sided  emphasis  on  office-  and  tourist-or- 
iented development  that  underlies  most 
proposals  for  the  South  of  Market,  and 


questioned  what  impact  such  projects  would 
have  on  current  residents. 

South  of  Market  Alliance  member  Kathleen 
Connell  urged  developers  and  city  planners 
to  examine  the  long  range  consequences 
their  schemes  for  the  neighborhood  might 
have.  "We  should  be  wary  of  the  dangers  of 
a  one-crop  economy  in  our  city,  based 
entirely  on  high-rise  office  development," 
Connell  said,  arguing  that  the  South  of 
Market  offers  options  for  growth  and  em- 
ployment in  blue-collar  industries  and  small 
er  scale  businesses. 


Agenda 

Connell 's  warnings  on  office  development 
were  echoed  by  neighborhood  advocate 
Calvin  Welch,  who  also  stressed  the  impor- 
tance the  port  can  have  in  the  future  of  the 
city.  "San  Francisco  is  the  international  port 
for  the  Pacific  Rim,"  he  said. 

Welch's  comments  were  made  during  final 
discussion  of  the  day,  the  "neighborhood 
perspective"  panel  that  was  hastily  added  to 
the  conference's  agenda.  That  panel  focused 
on  a  topic  seldom  heard  during  the  day  — the 
human  needs  of  the  people  who  make  the 
South  of  Market  their  home. 

Dr.  Shirley  Cachola  of  the  South  of  Market 
Health  Center  spoke  of  the  problems  she 
hears  from  the  25,000  patients  who  come 
through  the  clinic's  Minna  Street  doors  each 
year.  The  biggest  problem,  she  said,  is  that 
real  estate  values  have  escalated  to  the  point 
that  many  famines  are  unable  to  pay  then- 
rent  or  must  "crowd  into  single  rooms, 
aggravat(ing)  existing  health  problems." 

Ed  de  la  Cruz  of  the  Filipino  American 
Advocacy  Consortium  spoke  of  the  pressures 
on  the  estimated  25,000  Filipino  residents  of 
the  neighborhood.  "Filipinos  are  mentioned 
six  times  in  the  Environmental  Impact 
Report  of  Yerba  Buena  Center  as  being 
likely  candidates  for  displacement,"  de  la 
Cruz  said.  "What  we  want  to  know  is  what  is 
the  City's  plan?  Is  it  to  put  Asians  out  on  to 
the  street?" 

It  is  that  question,  seldom  discussed  at  the 
conference,  that  will  be  at  the  root  of 
debates  and  battles  over  the  future  of  the 
South  of  Market. 


Lock-Out  Victory 

The  four  month  old  campaign  waged  by 
tenants  from  the  Tenderloin  and  throughout 
the  City  against  illegal  lock-outs  has  achiev- 
ed a  victory  with  the  arrest  and  pending 
prosecution  of  Ron  Lieberman,  the  owner  of 
the  Broadmoor  Hotel. 

In  April,  Lieberman  locked  out  two  tenants 
who  he  also  fired  from  their  jobs  at  the  hotel. 
Police  refused  to  arrest  Lieberman  at  the 
scene,  or  even  to  stop  the  lock-outs.  But 
after  pressure  from  tenants,  pressure  that 
has  taken  the  form  of  demonstrations  and 
media  coverage,  the  District  Attorney  de- 
cided to  press  charges. 

On  the  same  day  that  the  DA  announced  the 
arrest,  tenant  representatives  from  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  and  the 
San  Francisco  Tenant's  Union  met  with 
Captain  Schuler  of  Northern  Station  to 
discuss  police  policy  on  handling  lock-outs. 
While  the  tenants  and  Schuler  were  far  apart 
on  many  issues,  the  Captain  did  agree  to  re- 
emphasize  to  his  officers  how  their  own 
policies  are  supposed  to  be  carried  out. 

The  campaign  plans  to  continue  to  monitor 
police  activities  on  lock-outs  and  to  schedule 
meetings  with  other  police  captains. 

There  will  be  a  victory  celebration  for  the 
lock-out  campaign  at  the  June  25th  member- 
ship meeting  of  the  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition.  For  the  time  and  location 
of  that  meeting,  call  the  Coalition  at 
474-2164. 
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City  Approves  Polk  O'Farrell  Condos 


FUTURE-.? 


by  Rob  Waters 

Turning  aside  pleas  from  Tenderloin  neigh- 
borhood representatives,  the  Planning  Com- 
mission last  month  gave  the  go-ahead  to 
developers'  proposal  to  build  two  13-story 
towers  containing  214  luxury  condominium 
units  at  the  corner  of  Polk  and  O'Farrell 
Streets. 

The  project  has  been  opposed  and  delayed 
for  months  by  community  groups  led  by  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition.  The 
Coalition  has  argued  that  the  condominium 
proposal  was  unsuitable  for  the  low-income 
Tenderloin  neighborhood  because  of  the 
high  cost  of  the  units,  which  they  contend 
will  push  up  rents  and  land  costs  in  the 
surrounding  area. 

"I  stand  firmly  against  this  project,"  said 
Tenderloin  resident  and  tenant  activist 
Richard  Parker.  "It  is  yet  another  beach- 
head encroachment  on  us  low-income  North 
of  Market  residents.  Rents  in  the  immediate 
area  will  skyrocket." 

Coalition  members  also  question  the  ability 
of  the  developers,  who  have  relatively  little 
experience,  to  complete  the  project  and  fear 
that  they  may  be  initiating  the  project 
merely  to  speculate  on  it  by  selling  the  land 
and  permits  to  another  developer  later. 

The  Coalition  had  asked  the  Commissioners 
to  consider  an  alternative  proposal  for  a 
lower  but  denser  residential  hotel  project 
instead  of  the  high-rise,  high-priced  condo- 
miniums. 

But,  as  has  become  the  norm  on  develop- 
ment controversies,  only  Commissioner  Sue 
Bierman  voted  against  issuance  of  the 
permit.  Arguing  that  the  project  would 
"change  the  character  of  the  neighbor- 
hood," Bierman  called  it  "the  wrong  pro-, 
ject"  for  the  Tenderloin. 

Her  six  colleagues  disagreed,  although  they 
approved  the  condo  development 4  'with  little 
enthusiasm"  in  the  words  of  one  Commis- 
sioner. 

Developer  Ron  Mahoney  told  the  Commis- 
sion that  he  and  his  partners  had  initiated 
the  project  because  they  were  getting 
"strong  signals  from  the  Mayor  and  the 
Planning  Commission  that  housing  was  a 


critical  need."  His  architect,  Jerry  Taylor, 
added  that  they  expected  to  attract  first-time 
home  owners  and  that  the  project  would 
"relieve  pressure  on  the  rental  market." 

But  with  the  lowest-priced  units  in  the 
building  selling  for  at  least  $150,000,  neigh- 
borhood representatives  scoffed  at  the  idea 
that  this  would  be  entry-level  housing. 
"You'd  need  to  be  making  $60  or  $70,000  a 
year  to  be  able  to  afford  to  buy  a  unit  there, ' ' 


said  Brad  Paul  of  the  Coalition  after  the 
hearing. 

The  Commission  inserted  language  into  the 
permit,  requiring  the  developers  to  set  aside 
10%  of  the  units  for  moderate  income 
residents,  if  government  subsidies  become 
available.  But  Bierman  called  that  move 
"too  empty  for  words"  since  no  government 
subsidies  have  been,  or  are  likely  to  be 
available. 


Small  Relief  from  Health  Care  Cuts 


by  Rob  Waters 

California's  hard-hit  consumers  of  publicly- 
funded  health  care  programs  may  find  a 
touch  of  relief  in  sight  from  the  recent 
onslaught  of  budget  cuts  and  program 
reductions  that  have  lopped  thousands  off 
public  health  programs  and  reduced  benefit.0 
while  raising  costs  to  millions  more. 

Proposals  by  Governor  Deukmejian's  Health 
Department  to  transfer  funds  now  granted 
directly  to  community-based  clinics  and 
health  programs  into  a  health  block  grant 
that  would  go  to  counties  for  use  as  they  saw 
fit  now  appear  dead— at  least  tor  this  year. 
The  block  grant  proposal  is  strongly  opposed 
by  health  care  advocates,  community  clinics 
and  Democrats  in  the  state  Legislature. 


Voting  along  party  lines,  committees  in  both 
the  Assembly  and  the  Senate  have  rejected 
the  proposed  transfer  although  the  Health 
Department,  refusing  to  concede  defeat,  is 
continuing  to  sponsor  hearings  around  the 
state  on  the  block  grant  proposal. 

Additionally,  a  bill  by  San  Francisco  As- 
semblyman Art  Agnos  that  would  reduce  the 
amount  that  many  Medi-Cal  recipients  have 
to  contribute  towards  their  health  care  costs 
has  moved  through  committees  on  both 
sides  of  the  legislature  and  stands  a  good 
chance  of  passage,  despite  the  opposition  of 
the  Deukmejian  administration. 

One  of  the  changes  made  last  year  as  part  of 
the  sweeping  Medi-Cal  cuts  implemented  in 


Sacramento  forced  single  people  to  spend  all 
income  over  $331  per  month  on  their  health 
care  before  they  could  receive  any  Medi-Cal 
benefits.  Couples  had  to  contribute  income 
in  excess  of  $544  per  month. 

Responding  to  wide-spread  reports  that 
many  people  were  unable  to  afford  health 
care  and  were  being  forced  to  choose 
between  eating  and  seeking  medical  atten- 
tion, state  lawmakers  have  pushed  through 
committees  in  both  houses,  changes  that 
would  raise  the  allowable  income  level  of 
Medi-Cal  recipients  and  thus  lower  their 
share  of  health  costs.  Singles  would  have  to 
contribute  income  in  excess  of  $442  per 
month,  instead  of  $331,  while  the  level  for 
couples  would  go  to  $675  from  $544. 

continued  on  page  6 
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Dynamic  Center  Helps  Tenderloin  Women 


by  Lauren  Chestnut 

What  would  you  do  if  you  suddenly  found 
yourself  with  no  home,  no  friends,  no  money 
and  no  clothes  besides  the  smoky,  sweaty 
outfit  you  were  wearing?  For  a  variety  of 
reasons,  many  women  find  themselves  in 
this  situation  and  find  themselves  in  the 
Tenderloin. 

One  place  they  can  turn  to  is  the  Bay  Area 
Women's  Resource  Center  on  Leavenworth 
Street,  a  program  created  in  1981  to  combat 
the  frustration  and  fear  faced  by  women  who 
find  themselves  with  nowhere  to  go  and  no 
one  to  turn  to.  It  began  as  a  service  to 
women  who  had  recently  been  released  from 
prison. 

"A  number  of  us  went  to  a  women-arrested 
conference,"  explains  Center  co-founder 
Midge  Wilson.  "We  discovered  that  there 
were  not  a  lot  of  services  or  opportunities 
available  for  women  coming  out  of  prison 
and  jail  and  coming  back  to  San  Francisco. 
The  ones  that  did  exist  seemed  to  be  hooked 
up  in  some  way  with  the  criminal  justice 
system. 

"Well,  many  of  the  women  who  come  out  of 
prison  and  jail  don't  want  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  system  when  they  come  out." 

The  Center's  focus  has  since  expanded,  so 
that  women  with  widely  varying  needs  can 
obtain  help.  "I've  had  women  from  the 
Tenderloin  that  come  in  here,  that  see  the 
sign,"  says  Laura  McElhinney,  the  Center's 
other  founder.  "I've  had  calls  from  San 
Jose,  San  Mateo,  Marin  County,  from 
women  who  are  well  off— husbands  are  in 
business  and  doing  great,  but  they're 
abused  or  they  have  an  alcohol  or  drug 
abuse  problem  and  they  don't  want  to  go  to 
their  county  because  of  the  publicity." 


An  air  of  vibrant  urgency  pervades  the 
Center's  office  as  Midge  and  Laura  answer 
or  refer  the  questions  of  anxious  women, 
and  those  of  city  officials  and  other  organi- 
zations. The  mood  is  at  once  encouraging 
and  friendly  as  women  enter  the  office 
seeking  advice.  No  one  is  rushed  or  chided, 
each  woman's  experiences  are  patiently 
discussed. 

Paula  Mitchell  came  to  San  Francisco  a  year 
ago  with  no  resources  whatsoever.  Having 
spent  most  of  her  life  as  "a  middle  class 
housewife,"  but  suddenly  on  her  own,  she 
was  desperately  in  need  of  housing,  clo- 


thing,  and  medical  assistance.  Laura  took 
her  to  buy  replacement  identification,  ar- 
ranged for  her  to  see  a  doctor,  found  her  a 
place  to  sleep  and  shower,  and  provided  her 
with  the  basics  for  an  attractive  wardrobe. 
This  year  she  has  chosen  and  was  able  to 
move  out  of  the  Tenderloin,  but  returns 
several  days  a  week  to  volunteer  at  the 
Resource  Center  as  Laura's  assistant,  pri- 
marily receiving  and  distributing  clothing. 

The  room  where  the  clothing  is  stored  is 
neatly  organized  with  sweaters,  skirts, 
pants,  and  shoes  divided  by  size.  Ranging 
from  toddler  togs  to  matronly  shifts,  and 
from  funky  to  chic,  the  supply  is  usually 
ample  and  the  styles  diverse.  Women  can 
choose  two  outfits  each  for  themselves  and 
their  children  on  a  particular  visit  and  may 
return  within  a  "reasonable"  period  of  time 
to  receive  more  items. 

Nancy  Balok  also  works  as  a  volunteer  at  the 
Resource  Center.  Nancy  first  stopped  in 
seeking  clothes.  Because  she  suffers  from 
scoliosis  of  the  spine,  she  receives  SSI,  and 
is  able  to  pay  for  rent  and  food,  but  doesn't 
have  much  left  over. 

In  her  service  provider  role,  Laura  acts  as  a 
liaison  between  the  individual  woman,  the 
community,  and  the  criminal  justice  system. 
This  is  especially  important  when  she  deals 
with  the  acute  problems  of  recent  ex-prison- 
ers. 

"I  go  into  courts  for  a  lot  of  the  ex-prisoner 
women  or  prostitutes,"  Laura  says.  "They 


Small  Relief  from  Health  Care  Cuts 


continued  from  page  5 

Agnos  aide  Sue  North  told  the  Times  that 
the  changes  will  be  passed  in  the  normal 
fashion  as  Assembly  Bill  963  and  will  also  be 
attached  as  a  trailer  to  the  budget  bill  in  an 
effort  to  head  off  a  Deukmejian  veto.  "We 
want  to  hit  him  every  way  we  can,"  North 
said. 

A  Health  Department-sponsored  hearing  on 
the  block  grant  proposal  last  month  in  San 
Francisco  prompted  a  demonstration  by 
health  care  workers  and  recipients  who 
called  the  proposed  transfer  "an  attack  on 
poor  people"  and  accused  the  Governor  of 
holding  "sham  hearings"  to  prop  up  a  dead 
proposal.  They  view  the  continuation  of  the 


hearings  as  an  attempt  to  keep  the  proposal 
alive  for  re-introduction  next  year. 

Arguing  that  the  block  grant  would  mostly 
affect  community  clinics  that  provide  service 
to  poor  people  and  minorities,  Ron  DeLuisia 
of  the  Sonoma  County  Indian  Health  Project 
called  the  block  grant  "a  racist  proposal 
against  minorities,  senior  citizens,  farm- 
workers and  American  Indians." 

Deluisia  warned  that  if  Deukmejian  does  not 
withdraw  the  block  grant  proposal,  "we  will 
declare  outright  political  war  on  the  Gover- 
nor." 


are  so  used  to  dealing  with  the  system  and 
how  that  works,  they're  terrified  of  agencies. 
Usually,  if  you  go  to  a  parole  officer,  he  tells 
you,  'My  job  is  to  test  to  make  sure  you're 
clean  and  to  make  sure  you  don't  commit 
any  crimes.  If  you  need  help  go  someplace 
else.'  How  can  you  possibly  expect  a  woman 
to  succeed  with  that  kind  of  attitude?" 

While  Laura  and  her  volunteers  administer 
the  service  component  of  the  Women's 
Resource  Center,  Midge  plugs  away  at 
advocacy,  informing  and  persuading  the 
community  on  prison  reform  issues.  While 
the  California  Institute  for  Women  is  grossly 
overcrowded,  Midge  says,  the  solution  is  not 
to  build  more  prisons  but  to  create  alterna- 
tives to  incarceration.  Midge  says  her  efforts 
involve  "monitoring  the  Department  of 
Corrections  and  looking  at  issues  like:  could 
women  be  out  in  the  community,  could  they 
be  paying  back  victims  rather  than  doing 
time?" 

One  alternative  is  the  mother/infant  care 
program,  in  which  mothers  are  placed  with 
their  children  in  community  work  furlough 
programs.  This  program  has  been  sadly 
under-utilized  so  far,  Midge  says. 

Laura  and  Midge  also  go  to  both  the  state 
prisons  and  county  jails  and  help  soon-to-be- 
released  women  in  job  searches  and  training. 

If  you're  a  woman  and  need  some  clothing, 
food  for  yourself  or  your  child,  a  place  to  stay 
or  merely  someone  to  talk  to,  check  out  the 
Resource  Center.  Call  474-2400  anytime. 
They're  there  to  help. 
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Thousands  at  Sacramento  Senior  Rally 


compiled  from  reports  by  Reuben  Barr  and 
Esther  Coleman 

Over  3500  people  from  throughout  the 
state  — seniors,  disabled,  the  unemployed 
and  the  poor— flooded  Sacramento  last 
month  for  the  13th  annual  Senior  Rally.  They 
delivered  a  strong  message  to  the  occupants 
of  both  the  state  house  and  the  White 
House:  Stop  the  cutbacks  of  programs  for 
people. 

A  march  around  the  Capitol  stretched  for 
four  blocks  and  lobbying  efforts  following 
the  rally  crowded  the  Capitol  corridors  to  the 
point  that  passage  through  the  halls  was 
difficult  and  use  of  the  elevators  almost 
impossible.  Marchers  carried  placards  ex- 
pressing their  concerns  and  demands— 
"Hands  off  Social  Security,"  "Restore 
Medicare  and  MediCal,"  "Full  COLA  for 
SSI  and  AFDC,"  "Roll  Back  Utility  Rates," 
"Tax  the  Wealthy  Not  the  Poor,"  and 
"Money  for  People  not  for  Arms." 

Rally  organizers  sought  to  have  Governor 
Deukmejian  address  the  crowd,  an  effort 
that  was  rebuffed  by  the  Governor,  who  said 
he  was  too  busy  to  speak  or  to  meet  with  a 
delegation. 

However,  Lieutenant  Governor  Leo  McCar- 
thy did  speak,  delivering  a  sharp  attack  on 
the  "havoc  caused  to  the  poor,  to  women,  to 
the  handicapped  by  the  Reagan  and  Deuk- 
majian  programs  penalizing  the  poor  and 
rewarding  the  rich." 


Frieda  Wolff,  chair  of  the  California  Gray 
Panthers,  delivered  a  message  from  Panther 
founder  Maggie  Kuhn,  who  was  unable  to 
attend  due  to  illness.  Kuhn's  message  called 
for  stepped-up  national  actions  to  rescind 
cuts  in  the  Social  Security  and  for  cuts  in  the 
war  budget. 

Wolff  herself  let  loose  with  a  blistering 
attack  on  the  Reagan  administration  and  was 
loudly  applauded  when  she  insisted  that 
"only  unity  and  cooperative  effort  will  be 
effective  in  foiling  the  budget  cutters  of 
social  programs  and  stopping  Reagan's 
drive  for  nuclear  war.' 


"The  poor,"  Wolff  said,  "shouldn't  pay  for 
programs  benefitting  the  corporations." 

Reverend  Edward  Peet  of  the  Tenderloin- 
based  California  Legislative  Council  for 
Older  Americans  emphasized  the  "need  to 
get  out  the  vote  of  seniors,  the  poor  and  the 
handicapped  to  defeat  Reaganism." 


Other  speakers  from  throughout  the  state 
spoke  on  issues  ranging  from  the  fight 
against  increased  utility  rates  to  the  battle 
for  nuclear  disarmament.  More  than  50  rally 
participants  also  spoke  their  minds  during 
three  open-mike  periods. 

The  rally  also  unanimously  adopted  two 
resolutions,  one  urging  the  government  to 
"rescind  all  cuts  in  MediCare  and  MediCal 


and  curb  the  runaway  profits  of  health 
providers,"  the  other  calling  for  the  transfer 
of  money  "from  the  war  budget  to  Social 
Security  (to)  restore  all  of  the  cuts' '  of  recent 
years  in  that  program. 


Tenderloin 

Elder  Friends 


Tenderloin  Elderfriends,  the  new  program  to 
help  link  volunteers  of  all  ages  with  Tender- 
loin seniors,  is  off  to  a  good  start.  A  class  of 
over  thirty  pioneer  volunteers  "graduated" 
from  their  training  in  mid-May.  A  number  of 
them  are  already  befriending  older  residents 
of  the  Tenderloin  or  assisting  them  with  a 
variety  of  personal  and  household  tasks. 


Tenderloin  ElderFriends  is  sponsored  by  St. 
BonifaceChurch.S.F.NetworkMinistries.the 
Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  San  Francisco, 
and  Catholic  Social  Services.  The  program  is 
non-sectarian. 


If  you  are  interested  in  more  information, 
either  about  being  a  volunteer  or  about  a 
particular  need  you  or  another  senior  may 
have,  you  are  invited  to  call  Betsy  Lamb  (S.F. 
Network  Ministries)  at  989-6097  between 
10  AM  and  4  PM,  Monday  through  Friday. 


Ok  O'EWyERgOlft  WWEZS  Workshop 


FEAR  OF  BEASTS 

Waiting, 
sitting  on-top  of  Tenderloin  Street, 
three  floors  up,  on  window  ledge 
with  my  feet  planted  on  iron  balcony. 
I  am  waiting. 
Heat,  October  one,  Indian-summer  heat 
sparkles  like  radioactive  insects 
on  fly-paper. 
The  street  below  clatters  and  talks. 
Traffic  flows  like  debris 
caught  in  dark  tides. 
Jack-hammers  pound  and  beat  the  street. 
People  move  /  transfixed  /  caught. 
I  am  waiting  on  time, 
death-watch  time, 
My  friend  passes  on  the  street,  below. 
He  is  with  a  young  man. 
I  call  .  .  .  They  come  up  for  a  visit 
The  young  man  is  a  stranger. 
He  talks  incessantly 
about  fires: 

photographs  of  people  burning  alive. 
I  am  glad  when  they  leave. 

Now,  the  sun  feels  like  fire 

and  I  melt  against  red-hot  steel. 
My  brain  quivers  like  desert  heat. 

Last  night, 
a  man  spoke  about  the  desert. 

He  was  dying  .  .  . 
five  hours  in  the  sun  .  .  .  no  water. 
A  bird  circled  above  his  head. 
He  saw  energy  .  .  .  waves  of  energy 

from  the  bird 
reaching  into  his  body. 
He  felt  strong  enough  to  survive. 
The  topic  was  "fear  into  faith." 

I've  moved  away  from  the  sun  .  .  . 
downstairs  in  the  front  hallway, 

inside  the  building  waiting. 
It  took  thirty-nine  years  .  .  . 

finally,  I  met  my  lover. 
First, 

I  had  to  surrender  .  .  . 
I  had  to  give-up  the  idea  of  love. 
I  had  to  be  alone 

/  learn  to  live  with  my  fear  and  myself  / 
Then, 

when  I  forgot  what  I  thought  I  needed, 
I  found  it  .  .  .  love. 

My  dreams  translate 
very  poorly  into  reality  .  .  . 
but,  only 

because  I  seek  total  control. 
I  have  tried  to  obliterate  god  .  . 
lam  an  artist. 
I  moved  into  a  loft  above  the  Tender  loin 

to  paint  and  create  new  worlds. 
I  moved  in 

with  my  obsessions. 
I  can't  control  my  own  beasts. 
I  am  wracked  with  anxieties: 
Where  is  the  shower  I  was  promised? 
There  are  rats  in  the  walls! 
Rock  muscians  live  across  the  hall ! 
I  will  be  driven  crazy 
from  electric  music. 
I  will  be  eaten  by  rats. 
Panting  freaks 
will  invade  my  privacy 
with  needles,  blood,  and  madness. 
No  more  sleep! 
I  will  be  forced 
to  cop  a  habit  just  to  survive. 
My  beasts  are  relentless  .  .  . 
they  tell  me  to  move. 
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Joseph  downstairs  from  me, 
talks  about  creativity.  He  says 

the  newspapers  make  him  crazy. 
He  drinks 

to  subdue  beasts. 

My  perfect  lover 
(after  waiting  thirty-nine  years) 
turned  out  to  be  an  alcoholic. 
I  saw  him  "slip." 
I  saw  him  in  the  streets. 
He  was  beaten  across  the  head  and  face. 
I  watched  blood  stream  from  his  eyes. 
He  stayed  with  me,  one  drunk  night, 

and  cried  for  wine. 
He  pissed  his  pants,  and  cried. 
I  felt  crazy,  I  gave  him  fifty  cents 

and  watched  him  disappear. 
I  thought  he  was  dead. 
He  was  in  the  hospital  three  times 

in  one  week. 
When  he  wanted  to  detox, 

there  was  nowhere  to  go. 
He  came  home  with  me. 
He  screamed  and  weaved  like  a  maniac. 
I  threatened  to  tie  him  down 

like  an  animal. 
He  wanted  to  detox  .  .  . 

but  he  still  wanted  a  drink. 

I  am  waiting 
now 

after  thirty-nine  years. 

waiting  again. 
I  learned  to  surrender. 
His  teeth  were  broken  in  a  fall 

against  the  sink  (blood  everywhere). 
The  toilet-tank  burst 

from  another  fall. 
I  nearly  fainted  in  a  rush  of  water  .  .  . 

of  feeding  him  coffee 

and  lighting  his  cigarettes. 
He  complained  of  siezures. 
I  gave  up  and  called  the  ambulance. 
Later,  the  hospital  told  me 

he  was  bleeding  inside  his  head  .  .  . 
from  an  injury  that  was  overlooked. 

The  blood  made  him  weave. 

I  am  waiting 
in  the  hallway  of  my  loft  building. 
The  beasts  are  still  roaming  my  rooms  .  .  . 
waiting  for  me  to  return. 
They  want  to  devour  me. 
They  tell  me  to  move  and  forget  my  dreams. 
I  relent.  I  surrender. 
I  recognize  the  beasts  .  .  . 
they  are  my  own  fears. 
I  cannot  let  them  take  me  .  .  .  they  are  me. 
Instead,  I  will  wait. 
I  find: 

there  are  no  rats  in  the  walls; 
the  shower  has  been  built; 
the  musicians  are  peaceful; 
I  sleep  in  quiet  from  midnight  to  nine; 
my  lover  has  survived  the  operation; 
he  is  six  months  sober. 

So  now 
I  wait  .  .  . 
for  the  phone  man 
to  connect  me  with  reality. 


I've  given-up  control 
I  won't  move  .  .  . 
I'm  staying 
and  changing 
fear  into  faith. 

Lee  Balan 


and  beasts. 


NEON  SPRING 


JOY 

At  first 
it  was  sm< 
then 

I  hit  it  son 
with  Love 
it  became 

Ling  P.  Si 


A  party  of  the  social  good  says  at  large: 
Bus  driver,  bus  driver,  a  lady  on  the  bus  is 
sick.  Call  an  ambulance.  I  need  help.  Someone 
is  amiss.  That  young  lady,  sitting  in  the  very 
back  seats,  keeps  trying  to  stuff  both  her  feet 
inside  a  small  brown  paper  bag.  I  asked  her 
what  she  thought  she  was  doing,  and  she 
responded,  'What's  wrong?  Is  the  paper  bag 
the  wrong  color?' "Isn't  that.  .  ."hold  your 
horses,  the  young  lady  in  the  very  back  seats 
shouts,  wet  cigarette  butts,  non-smokers, 
alhambra  water,  why  don't  you  go  back  to 
marin  county  where  you  belong?  i  don't  want 
your  green  air,  your  runs  out  of  depression,  or 
your  perennial  highs  on  de-contaminated 
water,  i  don't  want  the  spoon-fed  rogerians 
near  me.  they  are  just  another  one  of  us, 
hideous  manifestations,  infestations  of  free 
will,  keep  your  totalitarian  sub-titles,  smith 
college  to  yourself,  fuck  it.  here  they  come, 
ambulance  drivers,  come  to  shovel  me  up  to 
those  disguised  dung  eaters,  let  someone  else 
make  those  people's  lives  cost  effective  oh, 
rejoice,  rejoice  i  have  no  choice  and  they  have 
no  choice  and  we  are  perfect  as  i  hear  the 
raidrops  roar  through  the  branchy  flowers 
bussy  eaves  and  it  is  spring  and  i  am  new  and 
in  the  avant-garde  of  the  holy  water,  i  wear 
knives  in  my  hair,  my  vinyl  fur  crackles  in  the 
noxious  whiffs  of  the  passenger's  breath, 
gasoline  pours  out  of  my  ears,  equal  parts  of 
black  and  blue!  mace!  evaporated  eyeballs! 
plastic  handcuffs!  oh,  sesame  street,  sesame 
street,  hit  me  again  with  your  plastic  cash 
register,  and  the  ghetto  children  and  the 
plastic  bullets  come  raining  down  and  ronnie 
shouts  save  me  a  SPRITE,  the  aztecs  have 
taken  over  Washington  d.c.  and  in  the 
twinkling  of  a  Venetian  blind,  they  think  they 
are  carrying  me  off.  which  way  to  the  bering 
straits?  the  yellowish  whales  scrape 
themselves  white  upon  the  gravel  sandbars 
and  no  one  knows  why  it  is  spring  and  i  am 
new  oh,  joy  oh,  torrential  aurora  borealis 
oh,  scruffy  determinism  oh,  leavenworth  and 
eddy  night  oh,  charles  ives  oh,  billy 
holiday  oh  april  nightingale  sing/ 

Jeanette  Richey 


RARE  IN  THE  WORLD  TODAY 

rare  in  the  world  today 
love  is  —  love  is  rare  in  the 
world  today  —  dislike  is 
everywhere  bitterness 
here      unkindness  there 
love  is  rare  in  the  world  today 
love  is  affection 
passion 
devotion 
benevolence 
and  unification 
that  is  what  love  is  —  but 
love  is  rare  in  the  world  today 

Carl  Soares 


The  Tenderloin  Writers  Workshop  meets 
every  Wednesday  at  7  PM  and  every  Saturday 
at  2PM  at  146  Leavenworth  St.  It  is  free  and 
open  to  anyone. 


OLD  MAGAZINES  &  PAPER  ITEMS 
BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

Girly  —  Movie  —  Rock  —  Fashion  —  etc. 
Noon  to  7  PM,  Mon  to  Fri 
839  Larkin  at  Geary,  441-7737 


LENVUM  &  GESMER 
attorneys 

General  Civil  Practice,  incl.  Personal 
Injury,  Landlord-Tenant  &  Consumer  Law 

1242  Market  Street  (bet.  8th  and  9th) 

626-1242 


Hoeted  Pool 


Petteuient 


CotkUils 


CARAVAN  LODGE 

One  of  The  Cities  Most  Beautiful  Acres 
Colof  TV,  AM,  FM  Rediot    Downtown  Civic  Center  Location 
Th«   leti   A  dull    TV  Mo  vi«t  In  Color 


BOB  HAVES 
GcmctoI  Monoccr 


601  EODY  AT  LAIK1N 
Sen  Francfeco  94109 
(413)  776-1380 


Announcing  the  publication  of 


TO  HOMER'S  PURVEYOR 


j  a  book  of  poetry  and  prose  by  Ling  P 
36  pages  $3 

l  Order  from: 


Sicat 


j  Central  City  Press 

J  Central  City  Hospitality  House 

J  146  Leavenworth  St 

I  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

I  Make  checks  payable  to: 

!  Central  Ci ty^ Hosj)i taj ity  House 


MY  GODMOTHER'S  BEDROOM 

Sunrise  has  a  soft  voice 
beaming  through  a  window 
facing  east. 

A  choir  sings  a  wake  up  song 
at  7  a.m.  from  trees 
that  change  robes 
four  times  a  year 
in  Cleveland. 

Near  the  window 

a  small  framed  watercolor 

depicting  pink  coral  streets 

of  Bermuda 

with  green  palm  trees 

swaying  back  memories 

of  a  winter  vacation 

with  mother  in  1926. 

A  rocking  chair 

tastefully  tiny  and  frail 

as  the  lady  postponing  her  pompadour 

jotting  notes  to  Jesus 

at  crack  of  dawn 

in  white  terry  cloth  robe 

that  crys  for  needle  and  thread. 

Her  closet  is  pregnant 
with  conservative  clothes 
old  enough  to  draw 
Social  Security. 

Wallpaper 
is  an  April  garden 
of  yellow  and  white 
and  a  cobweb 
difficult  to  reach. 

A  bureau  stands  five  feet 
or  more.  It  is  here 
she  tip-toes  to  fetch 
her  worn-out  Bible 
near  her  hair  brush 
and  bifocals. 

Her  bureau  is  crammed 
with  silk  scarfs 
pearl  ear  rings 

hand-washed  little  white  gloves 
and  dainty  things 

a  lady  would  never  send  to  a  laundry. 

Dominating  her  boudoir 

is  a  cherry  wood  bed 

a  museum  piece 

with  a  headboard 

requiring  a  cathedral  ceiling. 

The  mattress  would  please 

backbone  of  Apache. 

The  length  of  this  antique  bed 

could  accommodate  Lincoln 

or  long  legs  that  leap 

with  a  basketball. 

The  bed 

belonged  to  her  father, 

a  captain  on  the  Great  Lakes 

with  a  fleet  of  iron  ore  freighters. 

This  bed 

gives  me  goose  bumps. 
I  smell  the  footsteps 
of  God 

Roland  Forte 


WIND  DUST  IN  NORTH  BEACH 

Butterflies.  .  . 

lightweight  monsters  of  delicate  intuition 
Flapping,  fairytale  messengers  of  yesterlong 
Latin  numbers 
Roman  numerals 
Yessod  at  every  corner 

Come  now,  brown  wow 

I  love  you 
Come  back  you  crazy  madman 

I  want  you  to  meet  my  little  girl 
I  want  you  to  count  her  posies 
and  give  me  a  clue 

I  loved  you 
In  thee,  did  you  trust? 

Bobbie  Thalia 


STREET  HAIKU 


Beetles  live  on  laughing  flowers 
inside  hollow  institution  walls. 

'Pauline  Rothstein 


TODAY  AND  YESTERDAY 

It  will  never  be  the  same  again,  the  mad 
escapades,  the  flirting  with  adventure,  and 
death,  the  chances  taken,  the  bruises  laughed 
at,  the  challenges  met  with  indomitable 
courage  and  thoughtless  faith,  believing 
fortune  smiled  at  the  daring,  to  the  victor 
belonged  the  spoils.  Such  is  the  foible  of  the 
young,  the  innocent,  and  the  carefree.  Jack 
Smithers  remembered  the  youthful  days  as  he 
shuffled  along  the  long  line  waiting  for  coffee 
in  the  Salvation  Army  line. 

Kaleidoscopic  memories  flittered  through 
his  mind.  The  exultant  triumph  of  overcoming 
obstacles,  gambling  against  odds,  seldom 
winning.  It  was  all  a  game.  It  didn't  matter  it 
would  be  replayed  again  and  again  tomorrow. 
How  sweet  the  rich  reward  of  praise, 
adulation,  and  love.  Not  too  long  ago— seemed 
like  yesterday— he  could  still  savor  the  tender 
kisses,  the  touch  of  soft  vibrant  bodies 
sharing,  giving  —  then  his  memories 
interrupted  from  the  man  behind.  "Better 
move  up.  Coffee  gettin'  cold  Buddy." 

It  doesn't  take  long  to  remember.  Far 
better  to  live  the  past,  then  endure  today.  That 
time  in  North  Dakota  working  endless  hours, 
from  sun  to  sun,  straining  every  muscle  to  lift 
the  shocks  of  wheat  into  the  thresher.  He  felt 
his  back  would  break  keeping  up  with  the  big 
Swede.  How  good  it  had  been  to  sit  down  to  a 
gargantuan  meal,  washed  down  with  dark 
home  brew  and  ice  cold  lemonade.  Those  farm 
women  could  cook  up  a  storm.  Natural  to 
flatter  them,  swear  no  other  women  in  any 
state  could  set  a  better  table,  compete  with 
them  in  the  variety  and  teasing  goodness  of 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  food  they  served. 
One  newly  married  young  woman,  no  more 
than  nineteen,  blushed,  a  veritable  school  girl, 
when  Jack  had  pleaded  with  her  to  adopt  him 
so  that  he  could  eat  her  viands  forever.  He 
remembered  the  glowering  husband  who 
didn't  see  the  humor  in  his  badinage,  and 
flattery. 

He  shuffled  along  mechanically, 
unthinking,  while  recalling  the  glory  days 
riding  through  the  high  country  of  the  Nevada 
plateaus  on  the  cowcatcher  of  a  locomotive 
pulling  a  long  string  of  freight  cars.  He  had 
held  on  with  numbed  frozen  fingers,  the  chill 


wind  swirling  around,  while  unable  to  release 
his  tight  grip  fearing  that  if  his  rigid  fingers 
slackened,  failed  to  hold,  he'd  fall  under  the 
churning  wheels.  He  had  visualized  his  body 
and  face  crushed,  blood  splattered  from  his 
severed  limbs.  He  had  not  loosened  his  hold 
on  the  steel  stanchion,  now  part  of  him, 
though  hot  wind-swept  ash  and  cinders  from 
the  smoking  engine  stack  scorched  his  face 
and  hair. 

At  last  the  train  stopped  to  take  on  water. 
To  unlink  his  frozen  fingers,  cramped  there, 
was  a  straining  torture.  Too  stiff  to  move,  he 
tumbled  off  clumsily,  petrified  by  his  ordeal. 
The  flood  of  urine  he  no  longer  could  control 
poured  out  warmly  against  his  hand.  A 
near-by  lighted  sign  blazoned  out  a  beacon  — 
EATS,  the  only  sign  in  an  eery  darkness. 

He  staggered  into  the  restaurant,  and 
made  for  the  rest  room,  not  asking  permission 
to  use  it,  fearing  it  wouldn't  be  granted.  He 
braved  the  look  of  contempt  by  the  sleazy 
waitress. 

When  he  came  out  she  remarked,  "A 
miracle  what  soap  and  water  can  do.  What'll 
you  have?" 

"Coffee  first.  Three  eggs,  ham,  and 
plenty  of  French  fries." 

She  banged  a  cup  of  scalding  coffee  in 
front  of  him;  bawling  out  his  order.  "Must 
have  been  tough  riding,  Bo,"  she 
commiserated. 

"Could  have  been  worse,"  he  had 
answered  cockily. 

After  he  had  washed  down  a  huge  slab  of 
pie  with  several  more  cups  of  coffee,  he  asked, 
"Where  can  I  shack  up  tonight,  some  friendly 
rooming  house?" 

"Just  happens  handsome,  I  have  a  spare 
room  I  can  let  you  have  for  two  bucks. ' ' 

He  had  acquiesced.  She  told  him  to  meet 
her  at  the  depot  in  half  an  hour  when  her  shift 
ended.  She'd  take  him  to  her  home. 

There  were  other  times  in  lumber  camps, 
construction  work,  gandy-dancing  on 
railroads,  picking  fruit.  He  used  his  body  as  a 
battering  ram,  confident  that  youth,  courage, 
endurance  would  be  his  forever.  There  would 
never  be  a  tomorrow;  every  day  a  combat  like 
the  previous  ones. 

But  there  were  tomorrows,  bitter  and 
sorrowful  ones.  Nights,  his  bones  ached. 
"Arthritis,"  they  called  it  at  the  clinic. 
"Aspirin 'II  help."  He  had  swallowed  enough 
pills  to  float  a  battleship.  Sawbones  must 
know,  because  they  all  prescribed  the  same. 
The  line  drew  nearer  to  the  door.  He  shambled 
closer,  treading  on  the  heels  of  the  man  in 
front  of  him. 

"What's  a  matter  jerk,  you  starving  or  got 
an  important  appointment?" 

Jack  mumbled  an  apology.  Years  ago  he'd 
have  answered  differently.  God  should  have 
arranged  things  better.  People  should  be 
starting  life  wise  and  experienced  like  he  was 
now,  then  at  twenty  they'd  be  more  careful  not 
to  foolishly  squander  their  blessings. 

Perhaps  God  knows  his  business,  he 
thought  as  he  drank  his  luke-warm  dishwater 
coffee  and  ate  his  stale  cake.  I  had  some  grand 
times,  freer  than  air,  I  wouldn't  trade  those 
wonderful  crazy  years  for  the  miserly  security 
of  a  home  guard.  He  finished  eating,  and 
farted,  excusing  himself  to  his  nearby 
neighbor,  who  answered,  "Better  out,  than  in, 
chum. ' ' 

Slowly  he  trudged  to  his  vermin-infested 
hotel.  The  sign  in  front  read  "for  Gentlemen 
only."  He  took  three  aspirin,  lay  down  on  his 
narrow  cot,  and  with  a  smile  on  his  lips  day- 
dreamed of  yesterdays  better  than  today. 
Then  a  hero,  not  a  victim,  as  he  had  become. 

Reuben  Barr 
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Vecckio  Ciquors 


FINE  WINES  AND  SPIRITS 


JOSEPH  WAYNE 
Proprietor 


374  GOLDEN  GATE  AVE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94102 


K  &  S  Trading  Co. 

Stop  In  and  See  Our  Large  Selection  of: 

Housewares 
Quality  Used  Furniture 

Appliances 
Now  Open  at  317  Hyde 


Seniors  Boogie  at  Annual  Prom 

by  Paul  Boden 


Senior  citizens  from  the  Tenderloin  and 
throughout  the  City,  had  a  big  night  on  the 
town  last  month.  The  occasion  was  the  4th 
annual  senior  prom  held  in  the  main 
ballroom  of  the  Hilton  Hotel. 

The  event,  sponsored  by  the  John  Stewart 
Company,  the  operator  of  five  subsidized 
senior  residences  in  the  Tenderloin,  fea- 
tured the  big  band  sound  of  the  Jimmy  Price 
Big  Band,  a  delicious  banquet  and  two 
dance  contests. 

Over  a  thousand  tickets  were  distributed 
through  senior  centers  and  to  residents  of 
the  Stewart  buildings. 

The  good  spirit  of  the  crowd  was  delightfully 
contagious.  "I  didn't  come  last  year,"  said 
Dan  Bowler,  a  resident  of  the  Crescent 
Manor.  "But  with  everyone  saying  what  a 
good  time  they  had  and  all  the  talk  about  this 
year's  dance,  I  decided  to  come.  Boy,  I'm 
glad  I  did." 

With  the  Jimmy  Price  Big  Band  blowing  out 
Jimmy  Dorsey  and  Glen  Miller  tunes,  the 
first  dance  contest  took  place.  It  sparked 
some  spirited  competition  before  the  win- 
ners emerged. 

Dressed  in  her  most  formal  golden  evening 
gown,  Fossy  Garner,  73,  of  Fillmore  Street 
was  the  most  gracious  of  champions. 


"I  used  to  do,  well,  I  guess  you  could  call  it 
aerobic  dancing  with  Louie  Armstrong's  band 
from  1927  to  1929,"  she  said  shyly.  The 
bright  camera  lights  and  nosy  reporter's 
questions  (this  one  included)  were  all 
handled  with  a  gleaming  smile  and  sincere 
laugh.  "What  else  you  wanna  ask  me, 
honey?" 

The  Cinderella  of  the  ball  was  one-hundred- 
and-one-year-old  Antoinette  Williams.  '  'Two 
years  ago,  St.  Luke's  Hospital  had  her 
literally  strapped  to  a  bed.  They  said  she 
was  too  old  and  weak  to  live  on  her  own," 
her  husband  Dave  said.  "I  couldn't  stand  to 
see  her  crying  like  that.  I  got  her  out  of  there 
and  two  weeks  later,  we  were  married.  They 
(St.  Lukes)  should  see  her  now!" 

The  dance  judges  saw  both  Dave  and  An- 
toinette and  awarded  them  second  prize  in 
the  over-80  dance  contest. 

The  mix  of  people  at  the  prom  was  as  ethnic- 
ally rich  as  the  Tenderloin  community  itself, 
adding  spice  to  the  socializing  and  giving 
people  an  opportunity  to  meet  new  friends. 

"There  were  only  two  people  from  my 
building  at  our  table,"  Bowler  said.  "Every 
body  we  came  with  spread  out  as  soon  as  we 
got  here." 

The  dancers  at  the  prom  may  have  been  a 
touch  sore  the  next  morning;  their  waltzing 
shoes  may  be  a  bit  worn.  But  lingering 
longer  than  their  soreness  and  more  lasting 
than  any  pair  of  shoes  will  be  the  warm 
memory  of  a  fun  evening  spent  with  friends. 
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Rambler,  Gambler,  Ladies'  Man,  Friend 


by  Sara  Colm 

At  77  years  of  age,  the  debonair  Elias  Suarez 
has  a  colorful  history.  His  pale  complexion 
and  thick  accent  lead  many  to  mistake  him 
for  Russian  but  he  was  born  in  Mexico  in 
1906.  Suarez  comes  from  a  large  family  of  6 
brothers  and  6  sisters  headed  by  their 
father,  a  cattleman. 

Suarez  came  to  California  in  1923  as  a  young 
blade.  "I  rambled  around  for  a  while,  then 
turned  gambler,"  he  says  with  a  twinkle  in 
his  eye.  "I  had  been  a  boxer  for  two  years 
but  had  to  quit  because  I  didn't  take  care  of 
myself.  So  I  learned  how  to  be  a  poker 
dealer.  I  had  lots  of  girlfriends— they  didn't 
give  me  a  chance  to  get  married." 

In  the  early  forties,  Suarez  worked  on  a 
ranch  near  Caluso  planting  beets.  He  hurt 
his  back  on  the  job  and  has  been  unable  to 
work  steadily  since.  In  1953  he  tried  again  to 
work,  at  a  sugar  refinery  in  Salinas,  but  hurt 
his  back  again.  "I  had  to  give  up,"  he  says 
sadly.  "It  bothered  me  but  my  back  just 
couldn't  take  it  so  I  had  to  live  on  compensa- 
tion. 

Suarez  has  lived  in  San  Francisco  off  and  on 
since  1934,  spending  the  winters  here  when 
he  was  working,  staying  in  residential  hotels 
in  the  Central  City  area 

"Elias  was  living  on  6th  Street  across 
Market  and  then  moved  to  the  Chase  Hotel 
at  Larkin  and  Market  where  I  met  him," 
says  Ethel  Boatwright,  one  of  Elias'  closest 
friends.  "He  would  take  care  of  the  Spanish 
tenants  at  the  Chase  Hotel— he'd  cook  meals 
for  all  the  guys  and  help  them  manage  their 
money.  People  loved  him.  I  bet  there  were 
15-20  people  would  come  see  him  a  day." 

Many  people  mistake  Elias  and  Ethel  for 
brother  and  sister,  mostly  because  they  have 
such  a  bond  between  them.  He  teases  her: 
"Why  don't  you  fix  your  collar!"  and  she 
shusses  him  up.  Up  until  a  few  years  ago 
Ethel  was  the  manager  at  the  William  Penn 
Hotel,  where  Elias  has  lived  for  the  last  nine 
years. 

"Elias— you  can't  explain  him,"  muses 
Ethel.  "He's  too  generous  for  his  own  good. 
So  many  people  trust  him,  and  count  on  him 


in  a  scrape.  He's  a  real  decent  guy." 

It  was  almost  two  years  ago  that  Elias  and 
Ethel  and  Nancy  Hampton,  another  tenant 
at  the  Penn,  came  into  the  offices  of  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  to  talk 
about  what  could  be  done  about  the  deplor- 
able conditions  there. 

"We  promoted  the  strike,"  says  Elias.  "We 
started  planning  it  in  my  room  one  day.  I 
suggested  it  and  Nancy  and  Ethel  approved 
the  idea.  Others  did  the  work  because  I 
couldn't  move  around." 

When  then-landlord  Ramen  Patel  refused  to 
improve  the  conditions  at  the  hotel,  tenants 
withheld  their  rent  for  over  a  year,  using 
part  of  it  to  put  up  an  iron  security  gate  at 
the  front  door. 

Suarez  is  a  little  skeptical  about  the  new 
owners  who  acquired  the  hotel  as  part  of  the 
Urban  Development  Action  Grant  (UDAG) 
mitigation  agreement  by  Ramada  Inn.  "It 
looks  like  they  might  be  worse  than  Raman. 
We've  got  no  security— anyone  could  come 
in  and  build  a  fire  or  rob  the  tenants." 

Upset  about  the  current  conditions;  it  was 


Times  Ball  Team  Rolls 


continued  from  page  1 

to  held  a  full  team  and  forfeited  the  game .  ( For 
the  record,  Dave  McElhatton  and  Wayne 
Walker  were  among  the  no-shows.) 

Getting  down  to  some  gloating,  here's  a 
description  of  that  cardiac  comeback  in  the 
ninth  inning  of  game  4.  Slugging  Dennis 
Beasley  led  off  with  a  home  run  which  was 
followed  by  two  outs.  Alk  did  not  look 
well — two  down  in  the  bottom  of  the  ninth  and 
a  four  run  deficit. 

But  Randy  Shaw  filed  a  single  to  center,  Joe 
Wilson  stroked  a  base-hit  to  left  and  Rob 
Waters  scribed  a  single  to  left,  scoring  Shaw. 
Erik  Schapiro  then  smashed  a  three-run 
homer  to  the  deep  zone  in  left,  tying  the  score 
at  16  all.  Otto  Lepori  dropped  a  base-hit  into 
left  held,  Doug  Norman  facilitated  a  single  to 
right ,  setting  the  stage  for  coach  Don  Feeser  to 
lace  the  game-winning  hit  up  the  middle,  and 
for  pandemonium  to  break  loose.  Fans 
streamed  by  the  thousands  onto  the  held  and 
the  team  retired  to  a  nearby  watering  hole  to 


get  deservedly  bombed. 

The  following  week  they  jumped  out  to  a  10-0 
lead  by  the  4th  inning,  off  home  runs  by 
Waters,  Beasley  and  Wilson,  triples  by  Shaw 
and  Waters  and  multiple  hits  by  David  (DJ) 
Jensen,  Lepori,  and  Feeser.  Cable  Channel  6 
rallied  back  with  6  in  the  4th,  4  in  the  5th  and  5 
in  the  7th  to  take  a  15-14  lead.  But  the 
Tenderloiners  came  back  with  4  in  the  8th  and 
one  more  in  the  ninth,  RBI's  to  Feeser, 
Waters,  Joel  Sachs  and  Beasley,  to  win  the 
game  19-17. 


DALDAS  GROCERY 

open  again  under  new  management 
full  line  of  groceries,  liquor, 
wine  &  produce 
8-midnite 
Reasonable  prices 
199  Eddy  at  Taylor 


Suarez  who  prodded  the  rest  of  the  tenants, 
primarily  Filipinos,  to  revive  the  William 
Penn  Tenants'  Association,  dormant  since 
the  changeover  in  ownership.  Close  to  30 
tenants  showed  up  for  a  meeting  last  month. 
The  tenants  came  up  with  a  list  of  demands 
which  they  mandated  Suarez  and  Associa- 
tion Chairman  Richard  Parker  to  deliver  to 
the  new  owners. 

"The  Filipinos  trust  me"  says  Suarez. 
"They  come  to  me  with  their  questions  — 
they're  intimidated  by  the  landlord.  The  new 
owners  got  people  scared  — they  don't  re- 
spond to  our  problems.  The  Filipinos  need 
support." 

Suarez  has  a  lot  of  friends.  He  speaks 
wistfully  of  Carl,  a  member  of  the  Strike 
Committee  who  drank  himself  to  death.  "He 
was  the  best  friend  I  had.  He  respected  me 
so  much— I  don't  know  why.  He  always  be 
careful  for  what  I  needed.  I  helped  him  until 
the  last  day  he  died,  loaned  him  money  and 
looked  out  for  him." 

"Any  place  I  go  I  get  too  many  friends.  I 
don't  know  why,"  says  Suarez.  "I  respect 
anybody,  help  others  out.  My  friends  come 
to  town.  I  let  them  sleep  on  my  floor. 

The  team  has  six  more  games  in  the  spring 
season  to  be  followed  by  an  all-star  game  and  a 
10-game  summer  season. 

$i.99'Dinner~) 

Soup 

Choice  of: 

Grilled  Liver  and  Onions 
Baked  Meat  Loaf 

potato,  salad,  roll  and  butter 


t    Present  this  ad  and  t 
we  buy  the  coffee 


at 

499  Ellis 

corner  of  Leavenworth 
Open  6:00  am  till  7:00  pm  daily 
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Union  Square  West  Battle  Heats  Up 


continued  from  page  1 

short  weeks,  filing  for  a  zoning  change  for  40 
blocks  of  the  Tenderloin  in  June  of  1981 .  The 
rezoning  went  into  place  as  interim  protec- 
tions until  the  Planning  Department  came 
up  with  their  own  recommendations  for  the 
neighborhood.  For  the  Union  Square  West 
block,  the  Coalition's  rezoning  plan  calls  for 
an  80-foot  height  limit  and  residential  zoning 
for  the  entire  block. 

Two  months  ago,  the  City  released  its  zoning 
plan  for  the  Tenderloin,  which  accomodates 
Jacob's  development  by  permitting  160-329 
foot  height  limits  and  allowing  for  a  tourist 
hotel  on  the  Mason  Street  portion  of  the 
block.  Permanent  zoning  must  be  in  place 
for  the  block  before  Jacob  can  obtain 
approval.  This  will  be  decided  in  a  series  of 
important  Planning  Commission  hearings  in 
June— June  2,  9,  and  23. 

Neighborhood  opposition  to  the  project  runs 
high.  The  North  of  Market  Planning  Coali- 
tion has  opposed  the  project  from  the 
beginning,  in  spite  of  Jacob's  low-income 
housing  offer.  A  year  ago,  community 
leaders  were  in  dialogue  with  Jacob  about 
modifying  his  project  so  that  it  would  be 
more  compatible  with  the  neighborhood. 
They  offered  to  seek  alternative  sources  of 
funding  for  the  low  cost  housing  on  the  block 
so  that  it  would  not  be  dependent  on  such  a 
massive  commercial  project  for  subsidy. 
They  broke  with  Jacob  when  he  would  only 
agree  to  reduce  the  project  by  90,000  feet. 

"It  was  frustrating,"  says  Brad  Paul, 
director  of  NOMPC.  "Here  we  were  offering 
to  work  to  come  up  with  8V2  million  dollars 
from  the  city's  Office  Housing  Production 
Program  and  foundations  for  the  low  cost 
housing  and  all  he  was  willing  to  do  was  take 
the  heights  down  a  few  floors.  We  said 
goodbye  at  that  point. ' ' 

Leroy  Looper  of  Reality  House  West  says 
that  he's  not  against  developers  making  a 
profit  but  is  concerned  about  Union  Square 
West  primarily  because  of  the  effect  10 
floors  of  offices  would  have  on  the  neighbor- 
hood and  the  fact  the  project  will  shade  the 
Central  City  Park. 

"I  understand  profit  and  loss,  black  and 
red,"  says  Looper.  "I  wouldn't  ask  a 
developer  to  lose  money.  I  also  wouldn't  ask 
poor  people  to  subsidize  the  rich." 

Burton's  entry  into  the  case  as  Jacob's  legal 
representative  has  raised  more  than  a  few 
eyebrows  and  produced  some  anger  among 
community  people  who  have  long  viewed 
him  as  a  strongly  progressive  ally. 

Burton  shrugs  off  the  criticism.  "I'm  used 
to  being  in  the  minority, ' '  he  told  the  Times. 
"I've  been  in  the  minority  before." 

Burton  views  the  project  as  "defensible  and 
worthwhile"  and  development  on  the  site  as 
inevitable.  "I  see  an  inevitability  of  develop- 
ment down  there,  I  see  that  as  the  downside 
but  inevitable  and  you  can't  change  that." 

Since  something  will  be  built  on  the  site, 
reasons  Burton,  this  project  is  better  than 
any  other  he's  aware  of.  "This  project 
guarantees,  in  my  opinion,  the  return  to  the 
community,  for  a  minimum  of  15  years,  90 
more  habitable  units  than  are  currently 
available  on  the  market  (and)  a  total  of  320 
units  that  will  be  renovated.  It  provides  for 


SF  Health  Club  with  six  apartments  and 
the  28-room  Diamond  Hotel  on  the  corner 
would  be  demolished  by  project.  Ramada 
Inn  towers  in  background. 

employment  possibilities  for  Tenderloin 
residents  and  apprenticeships  and  training. ' ' 


"This  isn't  the  project  that  will  doom  the 
Tenderloin,"  asserts  Burton.  "Certainly 
when  the  project  is  built  it  will  increase 
property  values  in  the  neighborhood  but  if 
you  just  renovated  hotels  or  tore  down  dirty 
bookstores  it  would  increase  property  val- 
ues." 

Jacob  likewise  portrays  the  project  as  being 
beneficial  for  the  community,  pointing  to  the 
rehabilitation  of  existing  hotel  rooms  and  to 
the  creation  of  new  condominium  units  that, 
he  says,  will  help  meet  the  City's  demand 
for  housing. 

"I  feel  this  project  has  so  much  going  for 
it,"  Jacob  told  the  Times.  "It's  really  a 
benchmark  project." 


"That's  our  greatest  fear— that  this  will 
become  a  benchmark,"  says  Paul.  "We 
drew  the  line  with  the  luxury  hotels.  We 
don't  consider  the  offer  to  recycle  a  couple 
hundred  units  adequate  or  innovative— 
housing  mitigations  requirements  were  es- 


tablished with  the  precedent  of  the  luxury 
hotels  in  1981.  Jacob  is  asking  the  commun- 
ity to  exchange  1  million  square  feet  of 
intensive  commercial  highrise  development 
for  320  units  of  housing,  most  of  which  are 
currently  in  use." 

Paul  points  out  that  it  is  especially  ironic  that 
the  only  vacant  building  Jacob  is  proposing 
to  rehabilitate,  the  Empress  Hotel,  was 
emptied  out  as  a  result  of  the  proposed 
development  of  Jacob's  Ramada  Inn. 

"The  Empress  was  advertised  as  a  'hotel 
gold  mine'  because  of  its  proximity  to  the 
proposed  Ramada  Inn.  It  was  promised 
'delivered  vacant'  even  though  at  the  time 
there  were  20  or  30  tenants  living  there.  Now 
Jacob  is  saying  he'll  fix  it  up  and  return  it  to 
the  community.  Great." 

"Developers  always  come  to  the  community 
after  the  fact,  trying  to  gamer  support," 
says  Bruno  Hicks  of  the  Tenderloin  Neigh- 
borhood Development  Corporation.  "I'd  like 
to  see  something  jointly  developed  there 
that  meets  the  needs  of  the  community. 

Hicks  is  apprehensive  about  more  highrise 
continued  on  page  13 
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SF  Plan  Initiative  Kicks  Off 


The  drive  is  on  to  place  an  initiative  on  the 
November  ballot  to  control  runaway  office 
development  and  help  insure  that  devel- 
opers help  pay  the  costs  for  affordable 
housing  and  MUNI. 

The  San  Francisco  Plan  Initiative,  put 
together  after  months  of  community  meet- 
ings, seeks  to  protect  the  City's  diverse 
neighborhoods  partly  by  forcing  the  City  to 
implement  its  own  stated  policies. 

Some  of  the  specific  features  of  the  Plan 
Initiative  include: 

•  Requiring  the  City  to  hold  public  hearings 
and  do  a  comprehensive  revision  of  the 
City's  master  plan.  The  master  plan  is  a 
document  that  expresses  city  goals  and 
policies  on  a  wide  range  of  economic  and 
development  issues.  It  would  be  a  preamble 
to  the  master  plan  calling  for  preservation  of 
the  city's  "historic  character,"  conserving 

Union  Square  West 

continued  from  page  12 

projects  in  the  Tenderloin.  "We  were  trying 
to  buy  the  Aarti  Hotel  in  1980.  Just  the  news 
of  the  proposed  tourist  hotels  made  the  price 
skyrocket  almost  beyond  our  reach,  I  see  non- 
profit acquisition  of  housing  as  critical  for 
preserving  and  enhancing  and  stabilizing 
the  neighborhood.  Nonprofits  like  TNDC 
can't  continue  if  speculative  pressures  from 
projects  like  Union  Square  West  continue." 

"I  watched  the  Hilton  Tower  go  up  in  1969 
and  saw  what  it  did  to  the  neighborhood," 
says  Susie  McClure,  a  long-time  Tenderloin 
resident  who  now  lives  with  her  husband 
and  son  in  an  apartment  building  slated  for 
demolition  by  Union  Square  West.  "I  hear 
the  pounding  and  noise  from  construction  of 
the  Ramada  Inn  every  day.  And  now  they're 
going  to  tear  down  my  home.  Where  am  I 
going  to  go?" 

On  June  9  at  4:00,  the  Planning  Commission 
will  hold  a  public  hearing  on  the  draft 
Environmental  Impact  Report  for  Union 
Square  West.  They  will  also  be  considering 
the  North  of  Market  Rezoning  Plan.  A  march 
and  rally  is  planned  for  3:00,  leaving  from 
the  corner  of  Mason  and  Eddy  and  marching 
to  City  Hall.  Every  concerned  neighbor 
should  show  up  for  this  critical  public 
hearing!  For  more  information  about  Union 
Square  West,  come  to  a  weekly  Zoning 
Committee  meeting,  every  Tuesday  at  10:00 
at  295  Eddy  or  call  474-2164. 


United  Way 

of  the  Bay  Area 


and  expanding  affordable  housing,  main- 
taining a  diverse  economic  base  in  the  city 
by  protecting  industrial  uses  from  displace- 
ment by  office  development  and  maintaining 
a  balance  between  the  capacity  of  the  city's 
transit  and  service  systems  and  the  demands 
placed  upon  them  by  commuting  office 
workers. 

•  Require  the  City  to  bring  its  zoning 
regulations  into  agreement  with  the  policies 
outlined  in  the  master  plan.  Initiative 
backers  say  that  currently  the  master  plan  is 
ineffective  because  it  has  no  teeth— zoning 
does  not  have  to  conform  with  the  master 
plan. 

•  Require  office  developers  to  build  or 
rehabilitate  affordable  housing  to  meet  the 
demand  for  housing  created  by  their  devel- 
opments. 

•  Require  office  developers  to  pay  for  costs  of 
MUNI  expansion  needed  to  meet  the  de- 
mand created  by  their  projects. 


•  Require  the  City  to  establish  a  compre- 
hensive employment  and  training  program. 

The  initiative  was  developed  by  a  broad 
spectrum  of  community  groups  from 
throughout  the  City,  including  the  Tender- 
loin, and  was  launched  at  a  convention  in 
late  April  attended  by  over  150  people. 


Neighborhood  workers  from  Hospitality 
House  and  the  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition  were  active  in  the  planning  of  the 
initiative  and  see  it  as  important  in  helping 
protect  the  Tenderloin  from  development 
pressures  that  may  displace  neighborhood 
residents. 

Volunteers  are  urgently  needed  to  help 
gather  signatures  on  the  petition.  A  Tender- 
loin committee  has  been  formed  to  work  on 
signature  collection.  If  you  can  help  out,  call 
Erik  Schapiro  at  474-2029. 
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Beat  Cops:  Do  They 
Reduce  Crime? 

by  Kathleen  McMullen 

Bay  Area  Women's  Resource  Center 

Like  people  in  other  neighborhoods,  we  in 
the  Tenderloin  suggest  innumerable  solu- 
tions to  the  problem  of  crime.  One  frequent- 
ly voiced  suggestion  is  to  put  more  foot 
patrol  police  on  the  street. 

As  we  explore  the  issue  of  putting  more  beat 
cops  on  the  streets  of  the  Tenderloin,  we  ask 
if  it  would  be  likely  to  work  for  us.  Will  we 
really  be  safer,  or  will  we  just  feel  safer?  Are 
streets  just  more  orderly,  or  is  there  really 
less  crime?  Is  this  the  best  way  to  spend 
money  to  lessen  street  crime? 

Responding  to  citizen  demand  and  hoping  to 
lessen  street  crime,  cities  across  the  United 
States  have  implemented  foot  patrol  pro- 
grams. In  the  mid-70' s,  the  state  of  New 
Jersey  announced  a  "Safe  and  Clean  Neigh- 
borhoods program' '  designed  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  in  the  cities  of  that  state.  Foot 
patrol  officers  were  a  part  of  the  program. 
Five  years  later,  the  Police  Foundation  in 
Washington  DC  published  an  evaluation  of 
the  program  in  the  twenty-eight  participat- 
ing cities.  Their  conclusion  — foot  patrol  had 
not  decreased  street  crime. 

While  serious  evaluation  of  foot  patrol 
projects  is  lacking,  available  evidence  indi- 
cates that  the  New  Jersey  findings  were  to 
be  expected:  foot-patrols  do  not  reduce  the 
crime  rate,  or,  if  they  do,  the  decrease  is  so 
slight  that  it  is  considered  insignificant  or 
related  to  other  reasons— street  lighting, 
better  housing,  more  jobs,  changing  popula- 
tion trends.  When  a  program  begins  and 
enthusiasm  is  high,  there  is  often  a  decrease 
in  crime  rate,  but  the  rate  quickly  rises  again 
to  its  usual  level  or  crime  merely  shifts  to 
another  area  without  patrol.  These  trends 
seem  to  remain  the  same  whether  the  foot 
patrol  is  the  traditional  neighborhood  beat 
cop  or  a  part  of  a  complex  and  expensive 
program  including  aggressive  surveillance 
and  tactical  strategies. 

Does  a  beat-cop  on  the  street  have  any 
positive  effect  at  all?  In  a  recent  conversa- 
tion with  Bay  Area  Women's  Resource 
Center  staff,  a  foot-patrol  officer  in  the 
Tenderloin  neighborhood  contributed  a 
positive  viewpoint.  Because  he  is  walking, 
he  is  able  to  stop  by  neighborhood  shops  and 
restaurants  and  can  get  to  know  at  least 
some  of  the  seniors,  children,  and  others  on 
his  beat.  Because  he  is  known  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, residents  feel  more  confident  in 
talking  to  him  of  safety  concerns  they  may 
have  or  calling  for  help  when  they  need  it. 
The  officer  appreciates  his  limitations,  not 
making  claims  to  be  able  to  stop  crime  he 
doesn't  see,  yet  expresses  pride  in  the 
numerous  "off  the  record"  times  he  has 
deterred  a  criminal  action.  In  his  several 
years  on  the  Tenderloin  beat,  he  has  seen  a 
decrease  in  more  violent  day-time  street 
crimes  and  greater  safety  for  families, 
children,  and  seniors  on  our  streets. 

Does  all  this  mean  that  the  crime  rate  in  our 
neighborhood  has  gone  down?  Not  necessar- 
ily. In  other  words,  are  we  really  safer  or  are 
we  just  feeling  safer?  If  street  crime  is  down, 
is  that  due  to  a  combination  of  factors— foot 
patrol,  better  housing,  increased  neighbor- 
hood services,  greater  citizen  participation 
in  community  development,  more  families  in 


HOTPLATE  GOURMET  RICE  AND  SPICE 


by  Pam  Peirce 


Rice  is  a  cheap  and  nutritious  food.  Brown 
rice,  which  costs  only  a  little  more,  is  more 
nutritious  than  white  rice.  While  rice  is  good 
as  an  accompaniment  to  a  meal,  it  can  also 
be  dressed  up  as  a  main  dish  or  dessert.  Here 
are  three  easy  rice  dishes  that  are  turned  . 
into  gourmet  treats  by  the  inclusion  of  herbs 
and/or  spices. 

A  Pilau  India 

4  Tablespons  butter  or  cooking  oil 
1  cup  raw  rice  (brown  is  fine) 
water— about  2Vi  cups 

1  Tablespoon  Raisins 
Va  teaspoon  cinnamon 

2  teaspoon  powdered  turmeric 

1  Tablespoon  unsalted  almonds 

1  Tablespoon  unsalted  cashews 

Va  cup  total  of  two  or  three  of  the  following: 

vegetables:  green  peas  or  chopped  carrot, 

summer  squash,  peeled  broccoli  stem,  green 

or  red  pepper,  eggplant  with  skin  on. 

Heat  the  butter  or  oil  and  add  the  rice  to  it. 
Stir  constantly  over  low  heat  for  three 
minutes.  Each  grain  will  change  color 
slightly,  but  don't  burn!  Add  water.  When 
boiling,  add  cinnamon,  raisins,  tumeric.  Stir 
in  the  nuts.  Cover  and  simmer  over  very  low 
heat  while  you  prepare  the  vegetables.  The 
rice  should  be  ready  in  20-30  minutes  and 
you  can  add  the  vegetables  when  it  is  about 
half  done.  Cook  till  rice  is  tender  and  flakey. 
If  it  dried  before  it's  tender,  add  a  bit  more 
water  and  finish  cooking.  Adapted  from  the 
Yogi  Cookbook. 

Italians  make  a  rice  dish  that  is  based  on  the 
same  cooking  method  as  a  pilau.  Here  is  a 
brown  rice  risotto  that  has  enough  cheese  to 
make  it  a  hearty  main  dish. 

the  area? 

Hard  evidence,  careful  analysis  and  conclu- 
sions are  lacking.  Some  experts  maintain  the 
increased  cost  of  foot  patrol  is  worthwhile, 
others  do  not.  Some  people  admit  they  only 
"feel"  safer,  while  others  can  point  to 
situations  where  they  know  they  were  safer. 
We  in  the  Tenderloin  would  want  to  look 
very  carefully  before  spending  limited  funds 
on  increased  foot  patrol. 

In  the  upcoming  issue,  we'll  explore  other 
options  which  may  reduce  crime  in  our 
neighborhood.  We  do  know  that  we  must 
use  our  limited  resources  in  the  most 
effective  ways  possible.  We  also  know  we 
are  capable  of  making  our  neighborhood  a 
safer  place  for  all  to  live.  We  will  continue  to 
look  at  some  of  these  ways  in  upcoming 
issues. 


Risotto 

2  Tablespoons  oil 

1  medium  onion,  finely  chopped 

1  clove  garlic,  minced 

1  cup  brown  rice 

Vi  teaspoon  crushed  rosemary 

\Vi  teaspoon  Ammerican  saffron  (safflower) 

Vi  Cup  fresh  parsley  or  2  Tablespoons 

dried  parsley 
1  cup  grated  jack  cheese 
2l/t  cups  water 

Heat  oil  in  a  skillet.  Saute  onion  and  garlic. 
Add  rice,  cook  and  stir  3  minutes,  being 
careful  not  to  burn.  Add  herbs  and  stir  well. 
Add  water,  cover,  simmer  over  low  heat 
until  water  is  absorbed.  Rice  should  be 
tender  in  about  30  minutes.  Turn  off  heat. 
Spread  cheese  over  rice  surface.  Replace 
cover  and  let  sit  for  two  minutes  before 
serving,  to  allow  cheese  to  melt.  Four  small 
servings  or  two  hearty  ones.  Modified  from 
Natural  Foods  Cookbook,  Beatrice  Trum 
Hunter. 

Many  cultures  serve  rice  as  a  sweet  dish. 
The  method  of  cooking  given  below  makes 
rice  sweet  without  added  sugar.  With  a 
touch  of  vanilla  and  a  little  cinnamon,  it  is 
delicious  hot  or  cold  and  with  any  meal. 

Milk  Rice 

XA  cup  rice  (better  texture  with  brown  rice) 

3  cups  low-fat  milk  or  3  cups  reconstituted 
non-fat  dry  milk 

1 2  teaspoon  vanilla  (optional) 
cinnamon 

Put  the  rice  and  milk  in  the  top  of  a  double 
boiler.  Cover  and  cook  over  the  bottom  of  the 
double  boiler  until  the  rice  is  tender,  about 
one  hour  of  maybe  more.  Be  sure  there  is 
water  in  the  bottom  of  the  double  boiler 
during  the  whole  cooking  time;  keep  it 
turned  low  so  the  water  just  simmers  and 
add  more  from  time  to  time.  Also  stir  the 
rice  occasionally.  When  the  milk  is  absorbed 
stir  in  the  vanilla.  Sprinkle  with  cinnamon  to 
serve.  May  be  served  with  fruit  too  if 
desired. 

A  trip  to  Rainbow  Grocery  will  save  you  a 
bundle  on  spices  and  herbs.  It's  at  3159  16th 
St.  nr.  Valencia  now,  but  is  moving  to  1899 
Mission  at  15th  St.  sometime  in  May.  (Call 
863-0620  to  see  if  they've  moved).  They  sell 
all  the  spices  and  herbs  mentioned  in  these 
recipes  in  bulk.  That  means  you  scoop  as 
little  or  as  much  as  you  want  from  a  large 
jar,  usually  at  a  price  much  lower  than 
packaged  grocery  store  herbs.  When  you  get 
them  home,  transfer  the  spices  and  herbs 
from  the  paper  bags  to  little  jars  with  tight 
lids  if  you  plan  to  store  them  for  any  length 
of  time. 
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I Gourmet  Dining 
Jonquil  Hermione  O'Rourke 


ELEGANT  SIMPLICITY 

St.  Anthony's  Dining  Room.  45  Jones  Street,  San 
Francisco.  Brunch,  lunch,  dinner,  lundinner,  you 
name  it,  daily.  10:00  A.M.  to  12:30  P.M.  No 
beer.  No  wine.  No  nothing  alcoholic.  MC.  Visa. 
Diners  Club.  American  Express.  Wampum. 
IOUs.  Swap.  Whatever.  No  reservations.  Don't 
call  us. 

St.  Anthony's  Dining  Room  is  presently  involved 
in  a  major  rehabilitation  effort  which  promises  to 
make  the  Jones  Street  address  tht  cultural 
center  of  Cafe  Society  downtown.  In  addition  to 
the  Dining  Room  and  Clinic,  the  complex  will 
include  a  salle  de  bain  )with  showers),  a  laundry, 
a  tonsorial  salon  and  considerably  augmented 
facilities  for  food  storage  and  preparation. 
Already  in  place  is  a  new  awning  for  the 
convenience  of  diners  in  wet  weather,  which 
could  set  the  scene  for  a  sidewalk-cafe  type  of 
operation,  although  the  presence  of  large  num- 
bers of  pigeons  in  the  area  seems  to  militate 
against  such  a  concept. 

Even  as  matters  presently  stand,  the  physical 
layout  of  the  Dining  Room  has  a  great  deal  going 
for  it  in  the  way  of  ambience.  The  entryway  to 
the  dining  area  is  completely  enclosed  and  has 
much  of  the  romantic  aura  of  the  Stockton  Street 
tunnel.  With  a  fresh  paint  job  and  maybe  a 
borrowed  Matisse  and  a  few  Gauguins  or 
Toulouse-Lautrecs  it  could  well  serve  as  the 
prelude  to  an  Adventure  in  Dining,  a  transition 
area  isolating  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  the  Market 
Street  area  from  the  serenity  of  the  prandial 
scene. 

The  dining  area  itself  feature  tables  for  eight. 
Classic  examples  of  modern  functionality,  they 
are  stripped  of  all  effete  superfluities  such  as 
tableclothes,  ash  trays,  pepper  mills,  finger 
bowls,  and  other  accoutrements  which  only  serve 
to  boost  the  overhead.  Lingering  over  coffee  and 
cigars  is  not  encouraged;  the  staff  does  not 
receive  compensation  for  overtime  and  tends  to 
get  a  mite  testy  if  cleanup  operations  are  not 
complete  at  the  normal  time  of  work  termination. 

The  menu  is  strictly  Table  de  Hote;  no  substitu- 
tions, please.  Special  occasions  call  for  tradition- 
al dishes;  turkey  and  dressing  and  the  whole 
works  at  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas,  le  jambon 
at  Easter,  corned  beef  and  cabbage  on  Paddy's 
Day  and  Chateaubriand  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  each  week.  On  non-festive  occasions  the  bill  of 
fare  reflects  what  is  in  the  cupboard,  which  is 
dependent  in  turn  on  several  factors,  such  as: 

1.  The  level  and  variety  of  contributions.  The 
Dining  Room  depends  heavily  on  contributions 


and  maintains  several  trucks  which  sally  forth  to 
pick  up  donations  of  edible  merchandise,  includ- 
ing day-old  baked  goods,  dairy  or  produce  items 
which  are  nearing  the  end  of  their  shelf  life, 
surplus  inventory,  unused  box  lunches  from 
conventions,  and  many  other  items.  The  staff  is 
quite  reourceful  in  incorporating  all  donations 
into  the  daily  menu. 

2.  The  productivity  of  St.  Anthony's  Farm,  up 

Sonoma  way.  On  this  acreage  many  species  of 
fauna  are  raised,  including  some  that  say  moo, 
some  say  oink,  some  say  baa,  some  say  cluck  and 
some  don't  say. 

3.  The  carelessness  of  the  deer  population. 

Occasionally  one  of  the  critters  takes  on  an 
automobile  and  doesn't  make  out  too  well  and 
has  to  be  put  out  of  its  suffering.  In  such  a  case 
the  Conservation  folks  may  provide  some  veni- 
son either  to  St.  Anthony's  or  San  Quentin. 

From  all  the  available  ingredients  (and  what  can 
one  do  without  ingredients?)  a  menu  is  brought 
forth  and  committed  to  the  tender  care  of  the 
maitre-chef  and  his  staff.  Typical  dishes  which 
are  available  from  time  to  time: 

Ragout  d'Agneau  Provencal.  A  delectable  con- 
coction of  lamb,  potatoes,  carrots,  onions  and 
spices.  Personally,  I  favor  a  little  rosemary  and  a 
touch  of  basil,  which  Maurice,  the  maitre-chef  du 
jour  on  the  jour  when  it  was  recently  served, 
apparently  does  not  employ.  When  asked  about 
the  absence  of  rosemary,  he  merely  mentioned 
that  it  was  her  day  off,  which  inhibited  me  from 
inquiring  about  basil,  because  I  remembered 
that  Basil,  his  dishwasher,  had  gone  a  fast 
fifteen  rounds  against  the  grape  on  the  preced- 
ing evening  and  had  not  answered  to  the  bell  in 
the  morning.  I  also  remembered  that  Maurice 
has  a  very  short  fuse  as  far  as  Basil  is  concerned. 

Ragout  de  Boeuf  Sonome  ou  Ragout  de  Venison 
He  des  Anges.  Substitute  venison  or  beef  for 
lamb  in  above  recipe. 

Spaghetti  and  Meat  Sauce  Garibaldi.  Actually, 
Garibaldi  only  opens  the  cans  of  tomato  paste, 
but  he's  a  very  large,  muscular  citizen  and  quite 
sensitive  about  the  importance  of  his  job,  so  in 
the  interests  of  employee  morale  and  the 
physical  well-being  of  all  concerned  the  dish  is  so 
named.  A  popular  item. 

Macaroni  et  Fromage  USD  A.  A  Friday  staple, 
especially  during  Lent.  When  served  with  rice  or 
mashed  potatoes,  it  sends  the  customers  on  their 
way  starched  up  so  that  they  can  scacely  bend  at 
the  knees. 


Haricots  et  Pore  en  Sauce  Campbell.  This  dish 
calls  to  mind  the  rabbit  stew  which  a  French 
restaurant  proudly  proclaimed  was  made  from 
meat  which  was  50%  rabbit— one  horse,  one 
rabbit.  In  the  case  of  pork  and  beans,  this  could 
be  understood  as  one  pound  pork,  one  acre 
beans.  This  expedient  is  sometimes  employed 
when  the  Turkey  a  la  King  is  kaput. 

Les  Desserts.  Usually  some  type  of  pastry— cakes 
(some  quite  fancy— bride  change  her  mind,  or 
the  groom?),  pies,  doughnuts,  Danish,  cookies, 
buns,  cinnamon  rolls,  eclairs,  cream  puffs.  Late 
in  the  meal  or  on  Mondays  it  may  be  Chef's 
Surprise,  a  revolting  development  in  that  the 
surprise  is  that  the  chef  has  a  bad  case  of  the 
shorts  in  this  department. 

Le  Cafe.  The  coffee  is  usually  excellent,  except 
when  Robespierre,  the  sous-chef  in  charge  of 
Mocha  and  Java,  is  distracted  by  the  prospect  of 
a  three-horse  parlay  at  Golden  Gate  Fields  and 
forgets  how  much  of  the  stuff  he  has  offered  to 
the  urn.  If  this  occurs,  the  resultant  brew  may  be 
as  weak  as  one  of  Ronnie's  explanations  or  it  may 
be  strong  enough  to  remove  warts.  Fortunately, 
the  coffee  is  continually  being  monitored  by  the 
staff  and  any  deviation  from  excellence  is  quickly 
and  mercilessly  brought  to  Robespierre's  atten- 
tion. 

Table  service  is  provided  for  the  senior  members 
of  the  community,  for  children  and  for  the 
disabled  by  volunteer  non-union  waiters.  The 
service  is  very  prompt  early  in  the  dining  period 
but  tends  to  become  less  so  as  the  volunteers  fold 
their  tents  and  silently  fade. 

Able-bodied  males  are  expected  to  pick  up  their 
trays  cafeteria-style  and  are  privileged  to  return 
via  the  line  for  seconds,  thirds  or  fourths.  Fifths 
are  not  encouraged,  nor  are  pints,  which  are 
required  to  be  checked  with  the  maitre  d 'hotel  to 
discourage  on-premises  consumption. 

In  general  it  may  at  this  time  be  categorically 
stated  that  St.  Anthony's  does  not  constitute  a 
threat  to  the  continued  prosperity  of  Trader  Vic's 
nor  of  Maxwell's  Plum.  However,  it  does 
command  a  very  loyal  following,  especially  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  month.  One  characteristic  of  the 
operation  is  unquestionably  in  its  favor:  the  price 
is  right. 


Jonquil  ["call  me  Jonnie"]  Hermione  O'Rourke 
has  studied  haute  cuisine  for  four  years  at  the 
Lincoln  Square  Bar  and  Grill,  usually  through  the 
bottom  of  a  glass.  Jonnie's  gastronomic  tri- 
umphs include  boiled  tripe  with  hot  fudge  sauce 
and  a  stir-fry  version  of  Baked  Alaska. 


TL  Seniors  to  Join  Livermore  Blockade 


by  Kit  Robinson 

Tenderloin  wilj  be  among  the  thousands  of 
people  gathering  in  protest  outside  the 
Lawrence  Livermore  Laboratory,  a  national 
center  for  weapons  research,  where  most  US 
nuclear  weapons  are  developed.  Elders  for 
Survival,  along  with  two  to  three  hundred 
other  groups  coordinated  by  the  Livermore 
Action  Group,  will  be  demonstrating  their 
opposition  to  the  arms  race. 

The  date  of  the  demonstration,  June  20,  has 
been  designated  International  Day  for  Nuc- 
lear Disarmament  in  response  to  the  place- 
ment of  Cruise  and  Pershing  H  missiles  in 
Europe. 

Elders  for  Survival  met  recently  at  Gray 


Panther  headquarters  to  plan  for  the  Liver- 
more action.  Facilitator  Helen  Bulcke  ex- 
plained that  Elders  for  Survival  started  in 
the  East  Bay  with  the  idea  "that  a  group  of 
elders  will  draw  media  attention  .  .  .  within 
the  framework  of  non-violence  ...  to  give 
moral  support  to  those  committing  civil 
disobedience." 

Last  year,  5000  people  rallied  and  1300 
blockaded  the  roads  to  the  Livermore  Lab, 
which  is  University  of  California  property.  A 
veteran  of  that  action  told  the  group  that 
"last  year's  demonstration  was  well  organ- 
ized, ' '  and  offered  some  advice  for  this  year. 

"It  will  be  very  hot,"  she  said.  "Bring  hats 
for  shade,  a  little  water,  and  eat  a  good 
breakfast. 


Elders  for  Survival  will  assemble  at  Robert 
Livermore  Park  on  June  20  at  7am.  A  shuttle 
car  service  from  MacArthur  BART  in  Oak- 
land will  operate  from  6  to  9  am.  From 
Livermore  BART  it's  a  3A  mile  walk  to  the 
Park. 

There  is  no  pressure  to  participate  in  civil 
disobedience;  the  great  majority  of  demon- 
strators will  not,  but  will  be  there  to  provide 
moral  support.  Anyone  can  attend  civil 
disobedience  training  sessions,  to  be  held 
June  18  at  208  Dolores  at  10  am.  Call 
282-2843  or  221-4444,  extension  605,  to  reg- 
ister. 

If  you  would  like  to  join  Elders  for  Survival  at 
Livermore  on  June  20,  call  the  Gray  Pan- 
thers at  552-8800. 


—DR.  ORWITZ  -  DENTIST- 
NO  APPOINTMENT  NECESSARY 
BRIDGEWORK  -  FILLINGS 

PLATES  MADE  IN  1  DAY 

EXTRACTIONS 
PLATES  REPAIRED 

WHILE  YOU  WAIT 


SENIOR  CITIZENS'. 

ASK  ABOUT  REDUCED  FEES 
SEHIOR-DDfT  PROGRAM  PARTICIPANT 
CDA  SPONSORED 


NOTICE   UNION  MEMBERS 

COVERED  UNDER  YOUR  UNION 
DENIAL  PLAN :  SIMPLY  BRING 
IN  THE  FORMS  FURNISHED 
BY  YOUR  EMPLOYER 


MEDI-CAL  ACCEPTED 


FREE  PARKING 
Mission  at  7th  Lot  Next  to  Post  Office. 
Obtain  Ticket  at  Dr.  0rwit2  Office. 


DR.  S.  D.  ORWITZ 

1033  MARKET  ST. 


Between  6th  &  7th  Sts. 


United  Way 

of  the  Bay  Area 


A  Co-ed  Co-op  at 
The  Heart  of  the  City 


•  private  rooms 

•  downtown  location 

•  commuter  connections 

•  2  Tine  meals  dally 

•  weekly  maid  service 

•  snack  canteen 

•  2  spacious  lounges 

(smoking  ft  non-smoking) 

•  sun  deck  •  laundry  facilities 

•  option  to  participate 

In  management  process 

•  24-nour  desk  service 


accomodations  forsinglewomen 

forsinglemen 
for  parent  with  onechild 

Alitor 
$325  -375  per  Month 

or  $100  per  Week 

Civic  Center  Residence 

44  McAllister  St.      431  2870 


EMERGENCIES 

Police    — -  911 

Fire   — -  -  -  911 

Ambulance    —  91 1 

Suicide  Prevent  ion  — -  — -  — -221  -1 423 

Psychiatric  Crisis/Outreach  (10-6)  -  673-5700 

Women  Against  Rape   647-RAPE 

Night  Minister  (10  PM  -  4  AM)  -  986-1464 

Glide  Crisis  Center  (M-F,  8-5)  -    —771-4232 

Comprehensive  Child  Crisis  Center  -  — -387-8700 

LEGAL 

S.F.  Neighborhood  Legal  Assistance  -  —-433-2535 

Welfare  Rights  Unit-  — -   433-2535 

Attorney  Referral  -  -    -  391  -61 02 

District  Attorney    --  553-1752 

Public  Defender  -    553-1671 

Victim /Witness  Assistance—-  -  -  552-6550 

Family  Violence  Assistance  -    552-1926 

Own  Recognizance  Bail  Project  —  — -552-2202 

People's  Law  School—    285-5069 

Legal  Assistance  to  the  Elderly  -  —  861-4444 

NLG  Lawyer  Referral  Service  ($15  fee)--  647-5297 

MEDICAL 

S.F.  General  Hospital—  —  821-8200 

Central  Emergency  —    431-2800 

Saint  Anthony's  Clinic  (M-F,  9  -  11 :30)   864-0241 

Haight-Ashbury  Free  Medical  Clinic-   431-1714 

Women's  Needs  Center—    221-7371 

Health  Center  #4     558-3158 

North  of  Market  Senior  Service  Center  —885-2274 

Tenderloin  Outpatient  Clinic  -  — -673-5700 

Mt.  Zion  —  Department  of  Psychiatry  -  —567-1711 

Venereal  Disease  Information   495-0600 

SENIORS 

Senior  Information  (24  hours)  -  -   558-5512 

Seniors  Friendship  Line    -  -  —  752-3778 

Gray  Panthers-  -  -  -  —552-8800 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Outreach  to  Elders  (M-F,  9-5)  --  -563-0202 

North  of  Market  Multi-purpose  Senior  Services  -885-2274 

Downtown  Senior  Center  -  --  -  771-7950 

Senior  Escort  Outreach  Program- —  673-8600 

Legal  Assistance  to  the  Elderly   --  861-4444 

Salvation  Army  Turk  St.  Center  (senior  lunch)   928-7078 

Downtown  Senior  Social  Services  (9-4)—-  -441-8762 

CHILDREN/YOUTH 

Childcare  Switchboard  (hours  vary)-—  -  282-7858 

Child  &  Youth  Sexual  Abuse  Resources  821-8386 

National  Runaway  Switchboard  800-621-4000 

Central  YMCA  Children,  Youth  &  Family  Center   885-0460 

Tenderloin  Child  Care  (under  5  years)   776-341 1 

Huckleberry  House  for  Runaways  621-2929 

Tenderloin  Family  Counseling  Project   781-6738 

Vietnamese  Youth  Center  771-2600 

Hospitality  House  Youth  Services  (M-F  12  -8)  776-2102 

St.  Anthony's  Youth  Drop-In  Center  552-3838 

Legal  Services  for  Children  -   863-3762 

SFGH  Youth  Medical  Clinic  (8-5)-—  -  -  821-8376 


SWITCHBOARDS 

Drug  Lines  (all  hours)   -  -  752-3400 

Mental  Health  Info/Referral  (all  hours)-   387-5100 

Haight  Switchboard  (hours  vary)-   621-6211 

S.F.  Women's  Switchboard  (hours  vary)-  —  431-1 41 4 

Parental  Stress  Talk  Line  (all  hours)-—  441-KIDS 

National  Council  on  Alcoholism     -  563-5400 

Consumer  Action  Information  and  Complaints  665-1544 

United  Way  Information  &  Referral    772-HELP 

HOUSING 

Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic—  -  776-8151 

Rent  Stabilization  &  Arbitration  Board   — 621-RENT 

S.F.  Tenants  Union  (M-F,  1-5  &  M-W  7-9  PM)   282-6622 

Housing  Authority  -  -  —673-5800 

Tenderloin  Neigh.  Development  Corp.  (housing  co-ops)  776-2151 

D  A.  Consumer  Fraud  Unit    -  -  553-1814 

Mayor's  Office  for  Citizens  Assistance   558-2666 

Council  for  Civic  Unity  (Discrimination)   781-2033 

Human  Rights  Commission  (Discrimination)  -  558-4901 

Bay  Area  Urban  League  Housing  Counseling    431-7530 

Independent  Housing  Services  (housing  for  disabled)  441-6781 

SOCIAL  SERVICES 

Social  Security  -  956-3000 

Food  Stamps  557-5718 

General  Assistance    -  -   864-0948 

Medi-Cal   -  -  -  -  — -864-0899 

Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children  —-557-5723 

E.D.D.  -  Casual  Labor  —  —  557-1238 

E.D.D.  -  Service  and  Industrial  Workers—   557-2385 

E.D.D.  -  Professional  and  Clerical  Workers  -   557-3038 

Unemployment  Insurance-  —  -  557-1013 

Catholic  Social  Services     864-7400 

Hearing  Impaired  Program  (CS  S.)  -  567-0540* 

Inner-City  Outpatient  Services  (drug  counseling)   474-4445 

Refugee  Resettlement  Program  —-557-6325 

Welfare  Assistance  Program  (12-4,  M-F)   -  776-2102 

Friends  Exchange  for  Mental  &  Physical  Health—  863-1130 

Swords  to  Ploughshares  (Veteran  Services)  -  552-8804 

Independent  Living  Project  —  — 751-8765* 

Tenderloin  Food  Club  (Th.  11-1)  -  -  -  - — 771-2786 

Heart  of  the  City  Farmer's  Market-  -  621-0422 

OTHER 

Hospitality  House  -  -  -  776-2103 

Streetwork/Drug  Outreach  Program  (under  18)  776-2103 

Saint  Anthony's  Dining  Room  (10-12:30  daily)  -  552-3838 

Meals  on  Wheels—  —  -  474-4646 

Travelers  Aid  Society      781-6738 

M.A.P.  (alcohol  detoxification)  -  — -431-7400 

W.O. M.A.N.  Inc.  (for  battered  women)  -  864-4722 

Women's  Resource  Center  (24  hour)    474-2400 

Jacob's  Well-alcohol  Rehab.   -  -282-3072 

St.  Anthony's  Casual  Labor  (111  Golden  Gate,M&W,  9-1 1 )- 431 -7351 

Center  for  Education  /Iris  Project  -  397-2023 

18th  Street  Services  (alcohol  help  for  gays)  863-8111 

Welfare  Rights  Organization   397-7121 

City  Prison   —553-1441* 

S.F.  Board  of  Supervisors  -  -558-3184* 

S.F.  Municipal  Railway  -  673-MUNI 

North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  474-2164 

Veterans  Centers  -  -  386-6726  &  824-1 1 1 1 

Economic  Opportunity  Council  -  771-7100 

*TTY  System  available  for  communication  with  the  deaf 


